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La découverte récente des deux livres sacrés des 
Yézidis. 


Par le P. ANASTASE Marie, O. Carm., Bagdad. | 


PARLE: 


Quelques remarques sur la découverte et la nature des deux livres i 
sacrés des Yézidis. 


I° Comment wy ‘al 6té amené a la recherche des deux Manuscrits Yézidites. 


Au mois de mai 1898, un beau jeune homme, aux grands yeux noirs, : 
“‘aux moustaches fortes et bien frisées, au nez aquilin, au teint rose et frais, o 
ala figure avenante, de forme ovale, aux traits réguliers et a la taille colos- & 

sale et 4 la constitution robuste; la toute empreinte d’un extérieur montagnard a : 

oo -  @t simple qui dénote une ame forte et généreuse, est venu me trouver pour 

me demander de l’aider a se faire chrétien. | 
«Mais alors, a quelle religion appartenez-vous, lui ai-je répondu, sivous sy. F 
n’étes pas chrétien?» | 
— Je suis Yézidi, c’est-a-dire, j’appartiens a cette secte qui vénére le. diable | | 
“dans le but de détourner sa colére de ceux qui lui vouent un culte spécial. | 
— Je veux bien vous accepter au nombre des chrétiens; mais pour le 
devenir, il faut vous y préparer en étudiant les principes de la foi du Christ | 

Jésus et en désavouant vos erreurs. 

— Je suis prét 4 faire tout ce qui vous exigez de moi. tf! 
— Quel est votre nom et celui de vos parents? | 
— Je m’appelle fils de Vasko et de :Aiseh. 

— Quel age avez-vous? 
— Environ 30 ans. 

— étes-vous né? 
— A Bozi, prés d’’Alkos, dans la haute Mésopotamie. | 


-— Qu’est ce qui vous pousse a vous faire chrétien? : 

— J'ai été domestique et en méme temps bibliothécaire chez le chef 
religieux de ma secte pendant sept ans; puis j’ai trouvé la vie trop monotone a 
et trop insignifiante, je suis allé offrir mes services aux moines chaldéens qui iW 
sont dans notre voisinage. Quand je les ai bien connus, j’ai trouvé que leur | F 
vie surpasse de beaucoup la nétre qui ne s’en approche pas du tout. La vie | 
des autres chrétiens me paraissait aussi beaucoup plus élevée que celle de oe 

plus dévots coreligionnaires. 

— Pourquoi ne vous étes-vous pas fait chrétien 1a-bas, et étes-vous Mee | P 
venu jusqu’ici? 

— Je ne pouvais pas le nial dans mon propre ‘pays; j’aurais été exposé 
4 une mort immédiate. 

— Je comprends votre crainte; mais n’avez-vous pas eu un autre motif a 
qui vous ait pouss€ a renoncer a votre secte pour suivre la doctrine de weet q 
l’Evangile ? | | 

Anthropos VI. 1911. 
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— Oui, il y a une autre cause qui a influé sur moi, et qui m’a déter- 
miné a abjurer les erreurs de mes ancétres; c'est Jésus-Christ lui-méme qui 
-m/’a‘invité a le suivre. 
— Et comment? 
— Si je vous le raconte, vous ne me croirez pas, parce que les chre- 
- tiens instruits n’attachent aucune importance aux songes. 

— Dites toujours. | 

— Je dormais un jour profondément, le soir d’une journée bien agitée, 
par suite des luttes que j’ai eu a soutenir contre moi-méme. Pendant le som- 
meil, je me vis dans un jardin splendide, abondamment arrose, et dont les 
arbres étaient courbés sous le poids de leurs fruits. Les fleurs de tous genres 
et de toutes couleurs émaillaient ce paradis de délices. : 

-«Voulant contempler a loisir la beauté de la nature, je m’assis a l’ombre 
d’un grand arbre plusieurs fois séculaire, et dont les branches étaient couvertes 
de petits oiseaux chanteurs qui semblaient se disputer la palme de la mélodie. 
— Pendant que j’assistais paisiblement a cette jofite ravissante, je vis arfiver ° 
un homme avec un rouleau ala main grandement ouvert, et sur sa téte, deux 
rayons de lumiére, qui me dit: «Regarde, ce livre n’a plus de raison d’étre; 
toutes ses prescriptions sont abolies; aussi je déchire ce rouleau, parce qu’il 
a fait son temps, et les morceaux n’en doivent exister que pour déposer contre 
ceux qui veulent s’y attacher, taigre l’évidence de son inutilité et de sa dis- 
persion un peu partout.» 

«Apres lui, se présenta un beau jeune homie, aux habits -uitieaiilneahe de 
lumiére et qui me dit: «C’est en moi que vous trouverez la voie, la vérité et la 
vie. Tant que tu resteras dans tes erreurs, tu n’auras point la paix dans |’4me, 
mais aussit6t que tu y renonceras, tu trouveras en toi-méme une joie inénarrable. 
D’ailleurs, je vais te faire gofiter de cet arbre qui te donnera |’avant-gofit du ciel.» 

«Puis il cueillit un fruit d’un arbre qui était prés de moi, fruit que j’ai 
trouvé délicieux. Il ajouta: «Dés aujourd’hui, tu ne trouveras aucun plaisir 
en dehors de ce fruit de vie; tu as une trentaine d’années et tu n’as plus a 
vivre qu’un peu plus d’un an. Si tu as le malheur de rester dans tes égare- 
ments, tu ne nuiras qu’a toi-méme, en ce monde et dans l’autre.» 

«Quand il se retira, un troisieme personnage se présenta avec un turban 
sur la téte et des sandales aux pieds; il m’invita a le suivre jusqu’en dehors 
du jardin pour m’y montrer un objet curieux qui attirait les regards des passants ; 
mais je l’eus a péine suivi de quelques pas qui je me suis réveillé! 

«Je conclus donc que Jésus m’a invité 4 embrasser sa religion, ot se 
trouvent la vie, la voie, la vérité et la paix la plus douce et la plus calme. 

— Tout ce que vous venez de raconter est le fruit de votre imagination 
religieusement exaltée. Vous ne devez y attacher aucune importance. La seule 
chose qui puisse prouver la sincérité de vos désirs, ce sont vos actions. Si 
elles sont bonnes et conformes a la doctrine chrétienne, je conclurai que 
vous avez un ardent désir d’étre un disciple du Christ; si non; toutes vos 
réveries ne serviront de rien; ou plutdt, elles dénoteront que vous étes un 
imposteur, 

— Vous avez parfaitement raison, mon pére, et je n’ai rien & dire. 
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— Vous aurez soin de venir tous les jours 4 5 heures de l’aprés-midi; 


je vous ferai le catéchisme, je vous apprendrai les priéres, et quand vous 


serez assez instruit, je verrai si vous étes disposé a recevoir l’eau régénéra- 
trice. Mais, avant tout, je veux de vous une preuve sire et certaine que vous 
renoncez a la doctrine de vos péres, en me révélant one les secrets et toutes 
les cérémonies de votre secte.» 

Mon Habib a trouvé beaucoup de difficultés a répondre a cette invi- 
tation; car il avait toujours peur de révéler des mystéres sur lesquels les 
adeptes doivent garder le plus grand silence, et sous peine de mort. 

Il s'imaginait toujours que tot ou tard, on saurait que c’est lui qui les aurait 
révélés, et qu’on chargerait un sicaire de venger l’honneur outragé de la secte. 

Je lai tranquillisé a ce sujet de mon mieux, et je lui ai dit qu’il pouvait 
compter sur moi; que tant qu’il serait en vie, je ne livrerai point son nom 
4 la publicité; mais, aprés sa mort, si elle arrivait avant la mienne, je pourrait 
tout dire sans manquer le moins du monde a ma parole. _ | 

Mon catéchuméne a accepté ces conditions, et il s’est mis 4 me révéler 
les secrets de la secte avec grand entrain. Je me suis mis aussit6t a écrire 
sous sa dictée tout ce qu’il me disait. 

Jen ai publié une grande partie dans le «Machriq», revue arabe des Péres 
Jésuites de Beyrouth (Il® année: pp. 32—37, 151—156, 309—314, 395—399, 
547—553, 651—655, 731—736, 830—836). C’était pendant la vie méme de 
Habib; mais } personne n’a su celui qui m’avait révélé ces vérités. 


II° Les livres gacrés des Yézidis. 


Un point pour lequel mon révélateur s’est montré trés rigide, c’est celui 
des livres religieux de la secte. Je n’ai pu ‘arriver a lui en arracher les noms 
que sept mois apres sa premiere visite. Il a fini par me dire qu’ils ont deux 
livres: Ktébi Jalweh et Mashaf Ras, mais cachés de telle facon qu’il est 
presque impossible de connaitre l’endroit oi ils se trouvent. Trois personnes 
seulement sont dans le secret: le chef religieux, le chef temporel et le biblio- 

Le bibliothécaire est change d’exposer en plein air tous les Six mois, 
les livres qui ne voient point le jour. La bibliothéque se trouve sur le Mont 


Sinjar ou Mont des Yézidis. Les livres qui la composent sont trés anciens, 


et de différentes langues: chaldéens, syriens, arabes, persans et latins ou grecs. 


(Habib n’a pas pu me dire exactement, car il était illettré.) D’aprés Iui, cette } If 
bibliothéque appartiendrait 4 une ancienne église de Sinjar qui remonterait 


premiers temps: du Christianisme. 

Quant aux deux manuscrits sacrés de la secte, ils se trouvent dans une boite 
en bois de hoyer, couverte de plaques d’argent, et qui se ferme a trois clefs, 
dont chacune*se trouve chez l’un de ces trois personnages cités.. La boite 
elle-méme est cachée dans une grotte, a droite de celui qui y pénétre, a deux 

ou trois métres de la porte d’entrée, dans the cavité pratiquée dans le sol, 
de maniére a n’occuper que la boite. Une pierre bien ajustée ferme la cavité. 


A cote de ce couvercle en pierre qui dissimule habilement l’endroit oii se — 
trouve enfoui le trésor religieux, on voit une foule d’autres pierres rangées a 
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la suite, tout autour de la grotte sacrée, pour dépister soigneusement le curieux 
qui voudrait chercher le trésor. 

Presque tous les Yézidis savent qu ’ils ont deux livres sacrés; mais il 
leur est absolument défendu d’en révéler les noms sous peine de mort. - 


Il n’est permis 4 personne d’essayer de lire ces deux opuscules sacrés, 
y 


comme il n’est permis 4 aucun. des trois personnages privilégiés de manier 
un de ces livres révélés pendant plus de Ons heures, et — en pré- 
sence des deux autres. 

Ce qui est autorisé, c’est la lecture de la traduction faite en arabe; et 
encore, il n’y a qu’un seul personnage qui puisse le lire, c’est le fils ainé du 


_ Grand Chef religieux. La plupart de ceux qui en entendent la psalmodie, 


ne la comprennent pas; car leur langue est un dialecte murde particulier a ie 
mélangé avec de l’arabe. 


Description de la boite sacrée qui content les deux livres saints. 
Voici maintenant la description de la boite qui renferme le trésor sacré. 


La mesure a été faite d’aprés une ficelle que j’ai donnée a mon catéchuméne; — 


- par conséquent, c’est une mesure approximative et non exacte. 


Elle a 33cm de longueur, sur 22 cm de largeur, et sur 7 cm de ye | 


fondeur ou d’épaisseur. 
Le bois est, comme nous Il’avons déja dit, en noyer; il est couvert de 
-velours blanc sale. Sur le couvercle, se trouvent appliqués des morceaux 


d’argent. Au milieu un cog ressemblant 4 un paon. A droite de celui qui ouvre ~ 


la boite se trouve l'image du soleil, 4 gauche celle de la lune. Au-dessus 
- du coq-paon est une étoile avec rayons, c’est l’étoile du matin. Au-dessous, 
image de la terre. Au coin d’en haut et a droite, deux petites lignes en 


zigzag, figure de l’eau, peut-étre les deux fleuves: le Tigre et l’Euphrate. En — 
face, et au coin gauche, trois rayons de flamme, symbole du feu. Au coin 
d’en bas, correspondant a |l’élément de l’eau, une piéce ronde représentant 
peut-étre l’air; et au coin qui fait pendant 4 gauche, quelques grains de sable 


en argent, représentant la terre. a grains sont placés de maniére a former 
la figure d’un navet. 


Description du Jatweh. 
Le Ktébi Jalweh, ou «Livre de Révélation», est écrit sur des morceaux 
de parchemin trés fin, fait de peau de gazelle. Chacune de ces piéces détachées 


l’une de l’autre, mesure environ 27X19cm. La partie écrite n’occupe que 


yl? Xllcm. La page est composée de 16 lignes bien réguliéres. L’écriture 

‘jest trés lisible avec des caractéres particuliers dont les uns ressemblent a l’arabe, 

d’autres 4 I’hébreu, certains au chaldéen, plusieurs enfin au mandaite. 
Chaque feuillet est composé de deux parties dont l’une est écrite, et l’autre 


_ est libre. La partie libre est découpée de maniére 4 représenter des figures 


qui sont pour la plupart, celles qui se trouvent sur la boite elle-méme. 


Ainsi la 1'¢ figure représente un croissant ou la lune; - 
ja 2° une étoile, c’est sans doute l’étoile du matin; 

la 3° un Oiseau, peut-étre le coq-paon; 

la 4° la terre aplatie, comme un navet; 
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la 5° le soleil; | | 
la 6° deux fleuves, peut-étre le Tigre et |’Euphrate; | 
la 7° une téte d’homme avec deux oreilles ou deux cornes (le démon?); 
la 8° un lis a trois feuilles, ou Paes {rois flammes de feu, reunies par 


le pied. 


_Au bas de chaque page, on voit écrit le mot qui doit commencer la page 
suivante. Il n’y a point de chiffre qui marque l’ordre des feuillets. 


V° Un mot sur le sens de ces figures. 


Que signifient ces figures qu’on voit sur la boite sacrée et qui se trouvent 
répétées et attachées a chacune des feuilles qui composer le livre de la révé- 


lation? 


— On peut émettre opinions ace mais la plus probable, 


ce me semble, est que les Yézidis venerent les quatre éléments, puis le soleil, 
la lune, l’étoile du matin et.l’esprit du mal sous la double figure du coq, ou 


du paon, ou plutdt, du coq-paon, et de l’ange déchu provisoirement de Sa 
dignité, pour la reprendre 4 la fin du monde. 
On verra, en lisant leurs deux livres sacrés, que cette vénération, quoi- 


- que peu explicite, n’en est pas cependant moins vraie. Plusieurs personnages 
de leur panthéon portent des noms qui font deviner le culte qu’ils vouent aux 
astres. Sont-ce dés personnages historiques ou mythiques? — Je l’ignore. — | 


Et s’ils sont historiques, portaient-ils ces noms de leur vivant, ou bien, leur 
furent-ils appliqués un plus ou moins long temps aprés leur mort? — Je 


-Pignore encore. Ce sont donc des questions qu’il faudra étudier et éclairer plus 


tard avec d’autres qui surgiront a l’occasion de |’étude de cette religion étrange. 
En tout cas, ce qui est indubitable, c’est que les Yézidis vénérent encore, 
de nos jours, les corps célestes et les quatre. éléments des anciens, ce qui 
concorde bien avec ces emblémes dont nous avons vu 1’énumération. 
En voila assez pour le premier manuscrit et pour ses figures. Venons 
maintenant 4 la description du second manuscrit, appele bia Ras. 


vi° Description du Mashaf Ras. 


Le Mashaf Ras ou le «Livre Noir» est un rouleau du parchemin de la 


méme qualité que celle du précédent écrit; il mesure 2°80 cm de longueur, sur 


21cm de largeur. La largeur de la partie écrite est de 11 cm. Il y a 152 lignes 


en tout; mais les caractéres sont un peu plus gros. 

Ces détails m’ont été fournis en gros par Habib lui-méme; mais je n’ai 
pu en avoir une idée exacte qu’en 1906, comme je le dirai plus loin, quand 
jai pu avoir un autre bibliothécaire qui a répondu a tous mes désirs.. 


\ 


VII° Quel est le plus ancien deg deux manuscrits? 

~ Dans. ces deux écrits, il n’y a nile nom de l’auteur, ni l’année dans la- 
quelle ils furent écrits. Et alors, comment juger de l’ancienneté de chacun 
d’eux? — Peut-étre par le langage méme et le nombre des mots etrangers intro- 


- duits dans le dialecte sacré des Yézidis. — Mais, si l’on prend cette indication 


pour critérium, on n’arrive pas 4 un résultat heureux; car il semble que le 


langage des deux écrits est absolument le méme. Il y a, en effet, autant de 
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et en chercher un autre, celui par exemple des idées. 


Or, dans le Kiébi Jalweh, il semble que les idées soient plus sables et 
la doctrine plus originale. Il y a, en effet, dans cet écrit, des idées peu 


communes; dans le Mashaf Ras, les idées sont, au contraire, plus terre a 
terre. Il ne semble pas donc, autant que je le concois, que le premier auteur 
du Yézidisme ait eu des conceptions si basses et si banales. 

Je suis porté a croire que le Ktébi Jalweh est plus ancien, sans vouloir 
-cependant prétendre trancher la question. C’est une simple opinion que j’émets 


4 titre d’essai. D’autres, plus autorisés que moi, pourraient prouver cette thése 


mieux que moi, et d’une maniére plus décisive et plus convaincante. 


Je dois ajouter que le Ktébi Jalweh est encore moins connu du public 
Yézidi que le Mashaf Ras, ce qui suppose qu’il est plus sacré et plus 


vénéré du haut clergé de la secte, —— ations soin de le cacher davantage 


aux yeux du public. 


VII? le Yézidi devenu chrétien sous le nom de :Abd-el-Mesih. 


-Revenons 4 Habib. Ce jeune homme a appris facilement tous les prin- 
cipes de la religion chrétienne avec les priéres les plus nécessaires, et le 


24 décembre 1898, veille de la belle féte de Noél, Habib recut le baptéme. 


Ce fut le R. P. Aucustin SayeGH, dominicain, originaire de Bagdad 
comme moi, qui le baptisa, sur l’autorisation de Mg™ ALTMAYER, alsacien domi- 
nicain, alors archevéque latin de Bagdad et délégué apostolique en Mésopo- 
tamie. Au nom de Habib (le bien aimé), on ajouta celui de :Abd-el-Mesih 
(Christodule), pour le rendre a jamais serviteur du Christ, apres avoir été 
longtemps l’esclave du démon. 

Apres le baptéme, il recut la confirmation et la sainte communion, la 
nuit de Noél, et depuis, il continua a fréquenter les sacrements, et 4 mener 


une vie toute chrétienne. Il était employé comme portier au palais vai la 


délégation de ALTMAYER, a Bagdad. 
sAbd-el-Mesih, devenu chrétien et bien fervent, me dit un jour: «Mon 
peére, vous m’avez ouvert la porte de |’Eglise catholique, ou pius exactement, 


la porte du ciel, je veux bien continuer a étre votre fils dévoue, en com- 
plétant les renseignements que je vous ai fournis.» 


IX° Mort de <Abd-el-Mesih, 


‘Abd-el-Mesih, malgré sa forte constitution, n’a pas vécu longtemps aprés 
_$a conversion. Il avait toujours présent a l’esprit l’idée qu’il devait mourir un 


l an apres son baptéme, impression restée dans son imagination depuis le 


\soi-disant songe qui l’invitait 4 se faire disciple du Christ-Rédempteur, par — 
_lequel il avait compris qu’il n’avait plus a vivre qu’un an environ, apres sa con- — 
version, laquelle devait se faire au plus t6t, sous peine de damnation éternelle. 


En effet, :Abd-el-Mesih mourut le 9 octobre 1899, environ neuf mois et 
demi apres sa conversion, succombant aux fortes hémorroides qui Spuiserent 


ses forces, 
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ils le nient avec de grands serments. Si !’on insiste et s’il n’y a pas moyen 
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X° Version arabe des livres des Yézidis. 


«Les deux livres sacrés des Yézidis, me disait un jour ‘Abd-el-Mesih 
environ un mois avant sa mort, sont traduits en arabe depuis de longues 
cannées. On les a traduits, pour ne pas mettre sous les yeux ou entre les 


mains, ces deux livres sacrés, réputés écrits par Dieu lui-méme, et du temps 


_ d@Adam. La version est 4 peu prés exacte. Elle a été faite autrefois, quand 
On connaissait bien la langue de la secte. Elle m’a été copiée par un Yézidi © 


qui avait appris l’arabe dans une €cole chrétienne 4 Mossoul, et sur l’original 
authentique qui se conserve chez le chef religieux, et aaa dans la 
boite sacrée avec leurs autres livres. divins.» | 

_ «La traduction elle-méme ne doit pas étre livrée aux profanes, et je 


vous prie, mon pére, continuait Mest, de ne point la livrer a 
| _ pression tant que je suis en vie.» 


xI° Sort des livres saints des Yézidis apres’ leur publisit. 
«Je dois vous dire aussi, parlait toujours mon néophyte, que j’ai entendu 


souvent le chef religieux supréme répéter, qu’on doit nier catégoriquement et 


sous les plus grands serments l’existence d’un livre sacré dans notre religion. 
On doit méme garder le plus grand secret sur leurs noms. 

«Plusieurs Yézidis ont souffert les tortures les plus affreuses et la mort 
la plus ignominieuse plut6t que de révéler les noms de leurs écrits religieux. 


histoire écrite par les étrangers en fait foi. 


«Le méme chef supréme a assuré dans plus d’une occasion que si les 


livres sont volés, on doit détruire immédiatement l’endroit, ot la boite avait 
repose. Si la boite est restée apres la disparition des feuillets qui y étaient 
-contenus, on doit, aussit6t qu’on s’en apercoit, livrer aux flammes la petite 
-caisse, et détruire le lieu sacré oi elle était cachée; et si enfin, les pages 
 divines ont été copiées ou reproduites d’une facon ou d’une autre, de maniére 


a étre connues du public, on doit aussit6t aprés l’avoir appris, jeter tout au 
feu sacré.» 

Je lui ai demande: «Pourquoi tant de précautions qui semblent vaines 
et inutiles?» | 

Il m’a répondu: «C'est parce qu’on lit dans les divines Ecritures des 
Yézidis, que toutes les. religions sont fausses, que les soi-disants prophétes 
n’étaient au fond que des imposteurs plus ou moins rusés, et, par conséquent, 
si les musulmans ou les chrétiens viennent a apprendre cette opinion, ils pro- 


‘nonceraient leur banissement ou en exécuteraient un massacre général.» 


C’est donc grace a leurs mensonges, qu’ils considérent comme licites, 


permis, religieux et sacrés, qu’ils ont pu garder jusqu’a présent les mystéres 
de leur ctilte et leur indépendance nationale. 


Ils détruiraient donc leurs écrits pour démentir tout ce qu’on pourrait 
dire sur leur compte. Il est vrai qu’ils peuvent faire courir ce bruit avant le 
malheur, pour cacher encore plus. adroitement la boite sacrée a laquelle ils 


3 tiennent plus qu’a leur vie, car c’est leur arche .d’alliance. 


Quand on leur demande, s’ils ont des livres saints ou des écrits révélés, 


—_ 
~ { 
4 
‘ 
> t 
Gg 
| 
| 
| 
af 
‘ 
4 
4 
‘ 
i 
. 
~ 


par voie du désert, en passant par Sinjar, Der-ez-26r, Alep et Beyrouth. 


af 


-kurdes, ou de chants arabes, ou bien autre chose semblable, pour couper 


vulgaire de Subba, 4 Végard des — curieux qui veulent connaitre 


jappelle de Sinjdr est plus. exacte?. | 
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de faire autrement, on présente au curieux quelques manuscrits de chants 


court a des questions qui les génent fameusement. 
C’est de la méme facon qu’agissent les Mandéens, connus sous le nom 


leur secte. 

C’est ainsi qu’on n’a jamais pu savoir ce que sont les Yézidis, ce qu’ils 
croient, ce qu’ils admettent en fait de doctrine, et ce qu’ils pensent au sujet 
des autres religions du monde et de leurs auteurs. 


‘Abd-el-Mesih m’a permis de transcrire la traduction -des deux petits 
opuscules sacrés, dont j’ai gardé secrétement les copies, sans m’autoriser 4 en 
faire usage d’une fagon ou d’une autre, ou méme a dire que je les posséde. — 


XIl° Une seconde Version arabe des écrits Yézidites. 


Au mois de mai 1904, j’ai eu l’occasion d’aller 4 Mossoul. Ayant fait aA 
la connaissance de M. :Aziz Kass Yaisuf, drogman du consulat de France, je 
lui ai demandé s’il pouvait me fournir quelques renseignements sur les Yézidis. : 
Il m’a dit: «Aucun renseignement ne peut remplacer celui de lire leur doc- : 
trine dans leurs propres livres. Je posséde une copie de leurs traductions.» Je | 
croyais qu’il plaisantait avec moi; mais quand il a tiré de son tiroir le cahier | 
qui les contenait, j’ai été bien étonné. | 

Je n’avais pas avec moi la premiére version (voir chap. X) pour la colla- 
tionner avec celle du drogman. Aussi ai-je eu soin de la copier mot a mot 
pour la confronter soigneusement avec la mienne. 
| La version que j’appelle de Mossoul est plus fautive. Dans ses termes, 
on voit quelque chose de plus récent, de contemporain méme; celle que 


XIII° L’acqaisition des deux manuserits originaux. 
Vers la fin de juin 1904, j’ai quitté Mossoul pour me rendre a Rome 


En arrivant a Sinjar, je suis allé voir le Cheikh. C’était un grand diable, 
aux yeux grands et noirs, avec de longs cheveux. Il portait sur lui une grande 
robe blanche, avec une large échancrure au haut de la poitrine qui laissait. 
voir les poils noirs qui la tapissaient. Il parlait assez bien l’arabe. Il m’a recu 
tres aimablement, et il m’a posé une foule de questions, auxquelles je répon- 
dais d’une maniére courtoise, laconique, vague et inoffensive. 

Pour qu’il ne continuat pas 4 m’accabler de questions, dont je ne voyais 
pas le but, j’ai commencé moi-méme a lui en poser 4 mon tour, afin d’arriver 
a un résultat positif. Au retour sous ma tente, jai tout note. 


J’avais prié le bibliothécaire de venir me voir vers le soir, et je lui ai 
promis un cadeau. Il vint me trouver avant I’heure, car le mot de bakhchiche ~ 
donne une grande activité aux jambes, c’est le reméde réputé comme souve- 


' Pour ce qui regarde la publication de ces deux versions, v. p. 10, note. 
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rain on tous les pays pour secouer ta torpeur des gens et inspirer en méme 


temps une grande activité. 


Quand il. se fut assis 4 cété de moi, et que jeus constaté que nous 


étions seuls, je lui ai dit tout ce que je savais sur les Yézidis, leurs livres, 
leur bibliothéque, etc. etc. «Abd-el-Mesih était mort, et par conséquent, re. ne 
pouvais rien craindre pour lui ou pour moi. 


Je lui ai promis 20 frcs. par page du livre de la révélation, et 300 frcs. 
pour la transription du «Livre Noir». Le tout 460 frcs. avec 40 frcs. de pour- 
boire, ce qui ferait la jolie somme ronde de 500 ircs. I a accepté, n’ayant 
jamais entendu parler de tant d’argent. 


Je lui ai donné du papier transparent pour calquer fidélement et servile- 
ment les pages en question, sans rien omettre, rien ajouter et rien augmenter. 


Ce bibliothécaire du nom de Hammi, mort lui aussi il y a deux ans, savait © 


bien l’arabe. Il avait appris a lire et 4 écrire chez un Mollah tout prés de | 


Sinjar, et, par conséquent sa main était exercée 4 manier la plume. 


Pour le Mashaf Ras, comme c’est un rouleau, il l’a copié fidélement 
aussi, mais 4 la maniére du premier, c’est-a-dire, en me le copiant en pages 


et en mettant au bas de chaque page le mot qui doit commencer la page 
qui suit. 


Il a mis deux ans a me faire ce travail: car il ne pouvait voir les manu- 


‘scrits que certains jours de l’année, jours qui sont trés rares. Il me faisait 


parvenir les feuillets un par un, 4 mesure qu’il les finissait, et je lui faisais 


parvenir l’argent de la méme facgon. Aussi, je peux dire que je livre aujourd’hui | 


au public un des ‘plus grands trésors littéraires de notre siécle, et le plus 
secret qui soit au monde. Il a le mérite d’étre exact comme exécution; et 
nous pouvons maintenant savoir ce qu’est la religion des Yézidis, restée jusqu’a 
nos jours dans le coin le Ea obscur du monde religieux. 


Comment J’al déchiffré l’écriture yézidite. 


Quand j’ai eu ces deux manuscrits, je ne pouvais guére en lire 1’écri- 
ture. Les caractéres m’étaient absolument inconnus. Je me suis procuré tous 
les alphabets possibles et imaginables, mais sans fruit. Dans mes entretiens 
avec M. Louis MASSIGNON, ce jeune orientaliste francais m’a dit: «Du moment 


‘que vous possédez la traduction arabe, vous n’avez qu’a chercher les noms 


propres pour trouver la clef.» Naturellement, aprés avoir recu la traduction 
arabe, avec cette opération, la lecture n’était qu’un jeu d’enfant. 


fi XV° Le dlalecte sacré des anciens Yézidis. 
J'ai donc tout déchiffré, et je l’ai transcrit sur un cahier de notes en 


caractéres arabes. Mais je me trouvais devant une langue que je ne comprenais 


pas. Ce n’était ni du persan, ni de l’arabe, ni du turc, c’était un mélange de 
toutes ces trois langues avec d’autres termes qui ne se trouvaient dans aucun 
des dictionnaires dont je dispose. J’ai fini par savoir que c’était un dialecte 
qui ressemblait au kurde ancien, qui n’est plus parlé aujourd’hui; mais dont 


les mots cependant se trouvent dispersés dans plusieurs dialectes du Kurdistan. 
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A Basted, nous avons a peu pres 5000 Kurdes de différentes tribus et 
de régions variées; grace a eux, j’ai pu arriver, a force de questions, a. com- 
| prendre le gros sens des deux manuscrits avec la mani¢re de prononcer chaque 


mot, qui n’est pas toujours conforme a l’orthographe. Cependant, je dois dire 
que je ne voyais pas facilement la suite des idées, comme dans la version 
arabe. Aussi dois-je avouer que mes traductions libres sont faites d’aprés le 
texte arabe et non pas d’aprés V original kurde qui me reste encore peu clair. 


Je laisse donc aux autres orientalistes le soin d’étudier plus a fonds le 


dialecte sacré des anciens Yézidis qui différe notablement du yeézidi moderne, 
dont j’ai donné quelques spécimens dans le «Machriq». Ne sachant pas moi- 
méme les langues persane et turque, j’'avoue humblement que je ne suis pas 


a méme de tirer cette question, au clair, a moins que je ne consacre plusieurs ) 


mois pour y parvenir?. 


XVI° Un mot sur l'alphabet yézidite. 


La marque caractéristique de cette écriture qui frappe celui qui la voit 
pour la premiére fois, est que ses lettres sont privées de points ou de signes 
supplémentaires qui distinguent une lettre d'une autre nai lui ressemble, comme 
dans l’arabe par exemple. 

Cette marque 4 elle seule suffit pour dire que cet alphabet est ancien, 
ou emprunté a un systéme alphabétique qui n’est pas moderne. 

Pourquoi le Yézidis adoptérent-ils cette nouvelle forme alphabétique et d’oit 
vient-elle? — La raison est facile 4 expliquer: les Yézidis se trouvent entourés 
de communautés religieuses différentes, dont chacun d’elles a un systéme 


d’écriture qui lui est propre. De plus, ces adorateurs du diable ont une doctrine 
fort dréle et qui tranche d’une maniére remarquable sur les autres b> ses 


pour lesquelles elle n’a que du mépris et de l’horreur. 

Il semble donc que les Yézidis se virent obligés d’adopter un nouveau 
systeme d’écriture pour que leurs livres, tombant entre les mains de leurs 
adversaires, leur restent incompréhensibles. Ils firent donc un choix de. lettres 
dans les différents alphabets de leurs voisins, en changeant leurs application 
pour la plupart, ou en les adoptant dans leur forme et dans leur application, 
ce qui est trés rare. Ils eurent soin de faire ce choix dans les lettres non ponc- 


tuées des différents alphabets pour donner a leur écriture une marque caracte- 


3M, le prof: M. BITTNER de l'Université de Vienne, dont la haute compétence dans la 
_ connaissance des différentes langues sémitiques et du turc, de l’arménien et du persan est bien — 
- connue (v. surtout la méthode employée dans son ouvrage «Der vom Himmel gefallene Brief 


Christi in seinen morgenlandischen Versionen und Rezensionen», Denkschriften der Kaiserl, 


Akademie d. Wiss. -in Wien, phil.-hist. KI., Bd. LI, Abt. I) a eu l’amabilité de se charger de la. 
.fache d’une traduction: exacte du texte original kurde et d’y ajouter un. commentaire compré- 
_ hensif qui exposera tous les. détails philologiques et linguistiques. Ce travail formera un volume 
{| de la «Bibliothéque-Anthropos», et pourra paraitre — comme-M. le prof. M. BITTNER est a ce 


moment déja sur le point de mettre la derniéré main.a son ceuvre -— dans les premiers mois 
de 1911. C'est aussi dans ce volume que sera publi¢e la copie de la version arabe de. Sinjar 


que le R. P. ANASTASE nous a envoyée a au se de sisieste page des variantes de 
version arabe de 
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__XVII° L’alphabet yézidite et sa transcription. 


Les Yézidis écrivent parfois quatre lettres avec des puncta diacritica; c’est 


le r trés doux avec un point au-dessous, le / tres dur avec un point en haut 


ou avec une dentelure, le w (u) trés doux, avec un point au-dessous et le 

/ tres doux avec un point au-dessous. De sorte qu’on peut dire que toutes 

les fois qu’ils veulent adoucir une lettre, ils la distinguent par un point au- 

dessous, tandisque par le point au-dessus, ils indiquent la lettre dure, excepté 

pour / dure qu’ils désignent ou par une petite ligne transversale mise au- 
dessus ou par un point mis également au-dessus. | 
~ On Voit qu’il y a beaucoup de liaisons de signes dans le texte. 

Le signe A qu’ils mettent sur une lettre, marque que la lettre est écrite 


— 


[Le R. P. ANASTASE rend p seulement par un Signe qui se trouve tres rarement tandis 


- que l’autre signe pour p — le signe pour & invers de la gauche 4a la droite — se trouve dans 
Jes manuscrits presque toujours. 


Pour r+ on transcrirait mieux 4, l’arabe ¢.] 
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lle PARTIE: 
_ Texte des deux livres sacrés. 
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I° Le Livre de la Révélation '. 


Avant-propos. 


Jo2 Le premier de tous les étres est Melek-/ aus (l’ange-paon). 2° C’est lui qui 
envoya :Abtaiis en ce monde, pour instruire et éduquer son peuple élu et le 


. délivrer de l’égarement et de l’erreur. 3° Ce fut d’abord verbalement, ensuite 


par le moyen de ce livre appele Jalweh (révélation), livre qu’aucun étranger a la 
religion ne doit lire. 
Chapitre [er 
Pétais, ie suis et je serai jusqu’a la consommation des siécles, _ par 
ma domination souveraine sur les créatures et par. Ladministfation de¥ intéréts 
et des affaires de tous ceux qui sont'sous ma suzeraineté. 2° Je suis prompt 
a secourir tous ceux qui se confient en moi et qui m’invoquent dans leurs 


_nécessités. 3° J’occupe tous les lieux. Je prends part a tous les événements 
que les infidélés appellent «maux», et ils ne les appellent ainsi que parce qu’ils 


ne répondent pas a leurs désirs. 4° Chaque temps a son maitre, conformé- 
ment 4 mon ordre. Chaque génération différe de celle qui l’a précédée. Le 


maitre de ce monde et les supérieurs qui en relévent, changent, chacun a | 


son tour, aprés avoir rempli sa fonction. 5° Je permets a Ja nature créée d’ac- 


complir ce qui lui est conforme avec toute justice. 6° Celui qui me contrarie 
n’aura que le regret et le chagrin. 7° Les autres dieux ne se mélent guére de 


mes affaires, et ne peuvent point m’empécher de faire ce que j’ai résolu, 


n’importe que ce soit. 8° Les livres qui sont entre les mains des étrangersa - 


ma religion (a ma doctrine), ne jouissent d’aucune authenticité, et les pro- 
phétes ne les ont point écrits. Ces malheureux se sont égarés eux-mémes, 
en s’écartant de la voie de la vérité et en se frayant un chemin a eux. C’est 
ainsi que chacun de leurs prophétes abolit ce que son prédécesseur a établi. 
9° D’ailleurs la vérité et le mefisonge se reconnaissent par expérience. 10° Mes 


chatiments sont réservés a ceux qui parlent contre moi; seraient-ils méme 
d’habiles maitres en tout. Je me réserve certaines choses. Je défends certains 


travaux. Le tout en temps et lieu. 11° J’instruis et je dirige dans la vraie 
voie ceux qui suivent ma doctrine, et ils trouvent un vrai plaisir 4 se con- 
former 4 mes préceptes. 
Chapitre II. 

1° Je rétribue et je récompense tout homme d’apres mes connaissances. 
2° En ma main, se trouve tout ce qui existe sur la terre, au-dessus et au- 
dessous. 3° Je ne permets pas le choc aux autres mondes. 4° Je ne m’insurge 
pas contre leur propre bien, surtout quand ce bien est au profit des miens 
qui m’obéissent aveuglément. 5° Je confie mes intéréts 4 ceux que j’ai éprouvés, 


et que j’ai trouvés conformes 4 mes désirs. 6° Je me révéle d’une facon ou 
d’une autre, 4 ceux qui me sont fidéles, ou qui suivent mes avis. 7° C’est 


moi qui donne et qui reprends, qui rends riche et qui appauvris, qui fais le 
bonheur de l’homme et qui permets son malheur; mais le tout est conforme 
aux circonstances et aux temps. 8° Personne n’a le droit de s'immiscer dans 


' Traduction plus libre, d’aprés les deux versions arabes v. pp. 8 et 10. - 
* Les chiffres ont été insérés dans ce texte par 1’éditeur. 


> 
{ 
| 
; 
a 
& 
4 i 
| 
i 
4 
a 
i 
| 
af 
| 
t 
| 
¥ 
i 
4 
4 
a 
Ber: } 
ime ¥ 
A, 
x 
: 
4 


11° Je ne permets a personne de vivre plus longtemps que je ne l’ai déter- ,. 
miné; cependant, si je le juge convenable, je pourrai-le renvoyer sur cette | 
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ce que je fais, comme on n’a pas le droit d’y résister. 9° J’envoie les 


maladies et les infirmités 4 ceux qui refusent de m’obéir. 10° Celui-la ne 
meurt pas comme le commun des hommes, qui s’efforce de me satisfaire. 


terre, deux ou trois fois par-métempsycose. 


Chapitre Ill 


1° J’instruis sans livre. Je.dirige dans la bonne voie, mais d’une maniére 
invisible, mes amis et mes fidéles. Mon éducation ne cofite rien, et elle se 


trouve toujours conforme aux circonstances. 2° Je chatie dans l’autre monde 


tous ceux qui agissent contre ma loi. 3° Les enfants de cet Adam ignorent ce 
qui leur est réservé au-dela de Ja tombe; aussi les voit-on se livrer a beaucoup | 
d’égarements, 4° Tout dépend de moi; les animaux de la terre, les oiseaux 


‘du ciel et les “poissons de la mer, tous ces étres sont dans mes mains. 5° Les 
_trésors et les mines énfouis sous terre me sont connus, et je ne les découvre 


au fur et a4 mesure qu’a ceux que je veux. 6° Je révéle mes miracles et mes 


Geuvres surnaturelles 4 ceux qui y sont disposés et qui me les demandent. 
7° Les infidéles qui me contrarient ou qui se montrent mes adversaires, ne 
se font tort qu’a eux-mémes, et ils ignorent que je dispose des grandeurs et 


des richesses, et que je ne les décerne qu’a ceux qui en sont dignes, parmi les 
enfants d’Adam. Le gouvernement des mondes, les révolutions des siécles et le 
bouleversement de ceux qui y sont préposés, ont été préordonnés dés |’éternité. 


Chapitre IV.. 


lo Je ne cede mes droits 4 aucun des autres dieux. 2° Les quatre éléments, 
les quatre temps (saisons), et les quatre bases (les quatre points cardinaux) | 
ont été établis pour les nécessités des créatures. 3° Les livres des infidéles 
sont recus pour la partie qui s’accorde avec ma loi et qui s’y conforme. Pour 
la partie qui s’y trouve en désaccord, elle est de leur propre invention. 4° Trois 
choses me sont odieuses, et je hais trois autres choses. 5° Ceux qui conservent 
intacts et en secret mes mystéres auront les récompenses que je leur réserve. 
6° Ceux qui souffrent patiemment les peines et les malheurs de ce monde, 
je ne manquerai pas de les récompenser dans un de mes mondes. 7° Je désire 
que tous mes fidéles s’unissent par un seul lien pour faire face aux étrangers. 


8° O vous qui avez suivi mes.commandements et mes préceptes, renoncez a 


tout ce qui n’est pas conforme a ma loi, en évitant de prononcer mon nom, ou | | 
de mentionner mes qualités 4 quelqu’un, de peur de commettre un péché, parce 


que vous ne savez pas ce que font les étrangers 4 ma religion et 4 ma doctrine. 
nf 
Chapitre V. 
1° Rendez toute la vénération possible 4 ma statue et 4 mon image; car 
elles vous rappelleront ma mémoire, Ce que vous avez omis depuis des années. 


29 Observez mes commandements, é€coutez mes ministres; car ce sont eux qui 


vous instruisent de tout ce qui est invisible et qui se rapporte a moi. 


Fin du livre Jalweh (de la 
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et placa la grosse perle sur son dos, et lui se mit dessus (la couva ?) pendant 
quarante mille ans. 


xy 
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II° Le livre noir. 


I° Au commencement, Dieu créa une grosse perle blanche de son propre 


fond mystérieux et impénétrable. Il créa ensuite un oiseau appelé «Anfer»; 


sIzrdil. | 


i créa le premier jour, qui est dimanche, un ange du nom de 
ou l’ange-coq), et il est le prince de tous les anges. 


te encore un autre nom, c’est celui de Taus-Melek (l’ange-paon 


IIl® Le second jour, dieu créa l’ange Dardail, c’est le Cheikh Hasan. | 


IV° Le mardi, il créa /srafail, c’est le Cheikh Sams-ed-Din. 

V° Le mercredi, il tira du néant l’ange Mimel, c’est le Cheikh Aba-Bekr. 
| VI° L’ange Gabriel parut du néant le jeudi, c’est Sajjdd-ed-Din. 

Vile Le vendredi fut créé Sammail; il est connu de nous sous le nom 
de Nasir-ed-Din. | | 

Ville C’est seulement le samedi que parut Narail, qui n’est autre que 
Faxr-ed-Din. 

IX° Melek-Tdiis fut établi le chef supréme de tous ces anges. 

X° Dieu créa ensuite les sept cieux, la terre, le soleil et la lune. 


-XI° Faxr-ed-Din créa 4 son tour l’homme, les animaux, les oiseaux et 


les bétes fauves. Il les placa ensuite dans les poches de son véfement, et il 


sortit ainsi de la grosse perle accompagné d’une multitude d’anges. Il poussa 
ensuite un grand cri contre la grosse perle, et immédiatement elle se divisa 


en quatre morceaux. De son sein, jaillit l’eau qui forma la mer. A cane époque, 


la terre était ronde et sans fissure. 

XIl* Dieu donna ensuite 4 Gabriel la forme d’un oiseau. Il l’envoya pour 
poser les quatre coins du monde. II créa ensuite un bateau dans lequel Gabriel 
se mit pendant trente mille ans. Il vint ensuite habiter La/ig. A son tour, il 
cria contre la terre et la terre devint solide. Devenue ferme, cette terre se mit 
a trembler. Alors Gabriel prit un morceau de la perle, et le placa sous la 
terre pour la raffermir, et en mit un autre 4 la porte du ciel pour 1’orner. C’est 
dans cette fraction de perle que se trouvent enchassés le soleil et la lune. 


_ Puis il parsema autour de ces deux luminaires une poudre provenant de la 


brisure de la perle, ce qui forma les} a aaa du firmament. Le tout est sus- 


pendu au ciel. \, 

‘Xiil® C’est Gabriel aussi qui fit sortir de la terre, les arbres fruitiers et 
les plantes de la terre. C’est encore lui qui fit surgir les montagnes pour 
agrémenter la surface de la terre. Il établit ensuite le tréne céleste et le placa 
sur le tapis de gloire. 

_\ XIV® Le souverain maitre dit alors!: «O anges, je vais créér Adam et 


Eve, ‘et je les rendrai des étres humains. De leur progéniture naitra Sahr Jbn 


Safar, dont il sortira une nation sur la terre. Du méme Adam, sortira la nation 


du dzratl, a savoir, la nation de Tais-Melek, autrement appelée 
la nation des Yézidis. : 


' [Est-ce Dieu? — Je l’ignore. Si c’est Dieu, ce n’est plus Gabriel alors qui créa I’homme, 
comme on I’a vu un peu plus haut; c’est peut-étre saciid mais alors — on lappelle ici 
souverain maftre? — P. A. M.} 
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ensuite a 7d@iis-Melek, et il les fit monter aux cieux. 
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XV° Le Cheikh sAdi /bn Mosafir viendra ensuite de la terre de Syrie 
pour aller habiter Lalis.» 
XVI° Le seigneur descendit ensuite sur la Montagne Noiré, il cria et créa_ 


-aussit6t trente mille anges, Il les fit répartir en trois choeurs, et aussitdt, ils 


commencérent a l’adorer, et ce fut pendant quarante mille ans. Il les livra 


XVII° Le seigneur descendit ensuite 4 Jérusalem, et ordonna a Gabriel d’ap- » x 
porter un peu de terre des quatre points cardinaux dela terre. Il s’exécuta. Il ajouta | 


4 Gabriel d’installer Adam dans le Paradis. Il le fit. Dieu permit a ce premier 


homme de manger de tous les fruits des arbres, et il lui défendit de toucher i 


au 
XVIII° Au bout de cent ans, Tatis-Melek dit 4 Dieu: «Comment Adam 
se multipliera-t-il? Oi est donc sa génération»? | 


| Dieu lui répondit: «J’ai tout remis entre tes mains, fais comme tu 
l’entendras». 


Taiis-Melek s’adressa alors 4 Adam et lui dit: «As-tu mangé du blé? 
— Non, répondit Adam, parce que Dieu me défendit d’y seoucaeatd 

— Mange, car cela te fera du bien». 

A peine Adam en mangea-t-il, son ventre se gonfla. 

Tats-Melek monta alors aul ciel, apres avoir abandonné celui a ” il 


avait donne ce conseil. 
XIX° Adam se trouva fort géné du mal . qu’il éprouvait au ventre; car 


il ne pouvait point soulager la nature; il était tellement bien constitué qu’il 
n’était pas perforé. Dieu (touché de compassion) lui envoya un oiseau muni 
d’un grand bec qui s’en alla pratiquer habilement une issue par un coup de 
bec qu’il donna a l’endroit convenable. Adam se trouva immédiatement soulagé. 


XX° Gabriel se sépara d’Adam pendant cent ans; aussi Adam s’en trouva 
attristé et pleura son conseiller pendant cette longue durée. 


XXI° Dieu ordonna a Gabriel de créer alors Eve. L’ange, obéissant a 


ordre de son maitre, retira la future compagne du premier homme du creux 
de son aisselle gauche. 

XXII° Quand la durée des cent ans fut accomplie, Tails-Melek descendit 
du ciel sur la terre pour s’occuper de notre nation alors créée. Il nous donna 
en dehors des anciens souverains assyriens, les rois suivants: Nesrdx, autre- 
ment appelé Ndsir-ed-Din,; Cambyse, ou l’ange Faxr-ed-Din; Artymis, ou 
lange Sams-ed-Din; puis deux autres monarques qui se firent remarquer chez 
nous, a savoir: les deux premiers Sapor. Leur régne dura ensemble cent cin- 
quante ans. 

De leur descendance directe, viennent nos émirs pees présent. 

XXIIIl° Nous haissons quane potentats?. 


* [On parle dans les deux mss., qu’ils hafssent quatre rols; mais on ne donne pas leurs 


‘noms. C’était peut-étre des rois qui firent de mal aux Yézidis: ” khalifes ou des 


monarques turcs. — P. A. M.] 


a cette terre de l’air, du feu et de l’eau, et c’est ainsi qu’il créa le premier i 
homme. Il lui donna |’4me, en la retirant de sa toute-puissance. Il ordonna — 
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— XXIV® Voici maintenant ce que nous vous défendons; et d’abord la laitue 
(xass), car elle est consacrée a notre — Xdsieh}. 
1° Les haricots. 


2° La couleur bleue (par conséquent, il est défendu de porter un habit 


bleu ou de garder un objet qui a cette couleur). 


3° Il nous est absolument défendu de manger du poisson, par vériération 


pour notre prophéte Jonas. 
4° La gazelle nous est également défendue, pees qu Yelle est la brebis 


dun de nos prophetes. 


5° Le cheikh et ses disciples ne doivent point toucher a la chair du 
coq, car cette volaille représente l’image de 7ads, et celui-ci est un des sept 
dieux remarquables qui régissent |’univers. 

6° Les mémes ne doivent point songer 4 manger des courges. | 

7° Il est rigoureusement défendu de soulager la petite nature, étant debout. 

8° Personne ne doit mettre ses calecons étant assis. 


9° Pour soulager la nature, on ne doit point avoir un lieu d’aisance 


determine. 
10° Les bains publics sont absolument défendus chez nous. 
11° Voici maintenant la liste des noms qu’on ne doit pas prononcer, a savoir: 


a) Saitan (Satan), car c’est le nom de notre Dieu; 

b) on ne doit pas non plus prononcer tout mot qui a de la ressem- 
blance avec le mot Sajtan, comme ce serait par exemple: kitan (cordon), 
Satt (fleuve), Sarr (mal); | 

c) jamais on ne doit avoir dans la bouche les mots: malsin (maudit), 
lasnéh (malédiction), nasi (fer a cheval, et aussi, malédiction, mais dans le 
langage vulgaire), et autres semblables. 

XXV° Avant l’arrivée de Jésus en ce monde, notre religion portait le 
nom de paganisme. Les Juifs, les Chrétiens et les Musulmans se sont toujours 
montrés les ennemis de notre religion. Les Persans (les Mazdéens) également. 

XXVI° Parmi nos anciens souverains, il y en avait un qui s’appelait Azad. 
Il ordonna a chacun de nous de lui donner un nom particulier, et les nétres 
V'appelérent a cette époque le dieu Akab ou Be’elzebab. Aujourd’hui il est 
connu chez nous sous le nom de Pir-Biub?. 

XXVII° Nous avions 4 Babylone un autre roi appelé Nabuchodonosor; 
en Perse, le roi Assuérus, et enfin 4 Constantinople, Agrinkdlis’. 


' [Quelle est cette prophétesse qui s’appelle 42.1. ou 4.2? — Je n’ai pas pu arriver a 
identifier son nom avec une prophétesse quelconque. Serait-elle la fille des Xuss, que le peuple 
appelle Xasieh ou Xasieh? — Je n’ose pas l’assurer. Car, cette jeune fille de l’époque anté- 
islamique n’était réputée que par sa sagesse, et non par ses vertus ou son ascétisme. En tout 
cas, si l’on veut connaitre bien la fille de Xuss, on n’a qu’a consulter l’ouvrage du Dr. PERRON: 
Les Femmes arabes avant et depuis I’Islamisme, pp. 41, 43—46. — P. A. M]] 

* [Pir-Biib est un des personnages les plus saints des Yézidis. Son tombeau se voit 


jusqu’encore aujourd’hui dans une localité qui porte son nom. On-s’y rend souvent pour faire 


un pélerinage. — P. A. M|] 


* [Je n’ai pas pu identifier cet empereur de Constantinople du nom de Agrinkdliis. Les 


Orientaux défigurent tellement les mots étrangers 4 leur langue, qu'il est trés difficile de les 
reconstituer. — P. A. M.] 
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XXVIll¢ Avant que le ciel et la terre existassent, Dieu se trouvait sur 
les mers. Il s’était fait un vaisseau sur — il se promenait sseiecias pour 
son plaisir. | | 

XXIX° Dieu s’était créé une grosse perle, a Wittietle il avait enindiannie 
pendant quarante ans; puis il se facha contre elle, en lui donnant un coup 
de pied. | 

XXX° Le bruit formidable occasionné par la brisure fit dresser les mon- 
tagnes; le petit bruit donna naissance aux collines; et les vapeurs qui s’en 
dégagérent produisirent le ciel. C’est depuis lors que Dieu monta aux cieux, 
qu’il les condensa et les fixa sans colonnes. 

XXXI° Il ferma a clef la terre et ses abimes, puis il prit une plume a 
la main et écrivit les événements de la création. | 

XXXII° Il créa ensuite six dieux de sa propre essence et ie Sa lumiére: 
a lui; mais il les créa de la méme facon que lorsque homme allume une 
lampe d’une autre. 

-XXXIII° Le premier dieu dit au second: «Moi, j'ai tiré du néant le ciel — 
seulement; quant a toi, monte donc la et crée quelque chose.» Il y monta 
et devint le soleil. Il dit la méme chose au troisiéme, et il devint la lune. 


_ .Le quatriéme se fit l’orbite des corps célestes, le cinquiéme se proclama étoile 


du matin, et enfin le sixiéme changea en atmosphere. 


Supplément: La photographie du 7aés-Melek. | 
En 1837, Réchid pacha fit une guerre acharnée aux Yézidis, et en massacra 


une grande partie. Les turcs se livrérent 4 toute espéce d’excés contre les 


moeurs et la justice. Ils souillérent tout ce qui tient au culte yézidi: temple, — 
tombeau, pélerinage, etc. etc. et ils emportérent quatre statues du 7ais-Melek, 
qui sont toutes en fer, plus ou moins artistement travaillées. 
L’une de ces statues fut vendue par un officier turc 4 Bagdad 4 un antiquaire 
musulman, d’origine kurde, du nom de -Aly. Quelques années plus tard, un 
riche chrétien, M. Fath-Allah :Abbad, ayant reconnu que c’était la divinité 


des Yézidis, l’acheta et l’emporta chez lui. Aujourd’hui cette statue de fer avec 


des ciselures en or, et des dessins trés fins, se voit dans la maison des héritiers 
de Fath-Allah :Abbad. C’est de cette’ statue que nous donnons la reproduction. 

On met cette statue au haut d’une hampe, quand il s’agit de la porter 
en procession, on l’appelle alors sandjak (banniére ou drapeau); et on la 
fixe sur le haut d’un chandelier en cuivre, haut d’un métre environ, quand on | 
l’expose a la vénération des fidéles. On l’appelle alors 7diés-Melek. 


C’est tout ce que nous pouvons dire 4 propos des deux manuscrits. Nous 
espérons donner plus tard un article sur les Yézidis, d’aprés les renseignements 


que nous avons pu recueillir aprés notre visite faite aux gens de la secte. 
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Ghe Orient 


VISIT WITH A YEZIDI CHIEF. 


(The following is an extract from a letter of Rev. 
H..H. Riggs, concerning the tenets ofthe Yezidi; and 
although=we gave only a short time since another ar- 
ticle on this topic, the present quotation gives much 
additional light on a a subject of which too little is 
known.) 


I received a call, one day, from Abdi Bey Zade Emir- 
Sheikh Ismail Bey, of Sheikh-Adi, prince and Prophet of the 
Yezidis. He is a young man of rather unusual appearance, 


apparently conscientiously opposed to shaving. He was 


dressed in modern Frank clothes over which he wore an Arab 
abba and head-dress. He was introduced to me by our book- 


seller, who was born among the Yezidis, and whose father 
was aman highly honored by them because of kindnesses 


done. In fact the bookseller arranged the interview, at my 
request. 

Ismail Bey is the son of Abdi Bey, who was, up to the 
time of his death, the religious and civil head of all the Ye- 
zidis. When he died, Ismail Bey inherited his office, but 
owing to his enlightened views, he did not follow in his fath- 
er’s policies, but undertook the improvement and education 
of his people. This led to opposition and the upshot of it is 
that his sister is now on the throne, and he is in exile. Their 
religious traditions forbid any of the people to learn to read 
save the members of one family. So they regard Ismail Bey 
as a dangerous innovator, and say that he is trying to make 
Christians of them. He told me that in his family the num- 
ber of adult males never exceeds half a dozen, and they never 
attain old age, because there is always so much fighting for 
the throne. I suppose that was a modest way of explaining 
his readiness to leave home when they wanted him to. 

Of course I asked him about his religion, and though 
his use of Turkish was rather limited, I got a good deal of 
information, though he was not always quite frank and out- 
spoken in answer to my questions. He said that in the mat- 
ter of moral standards his people are weak and ignorant, and 
therefore he and the other religious leaders always told them 
to live according to the standards of the people with whom 
they happened to be. ‘‘Whichever way the water flows, go 
that way.” This being the case I was inclined to watch for 
such adaptations in what he told me, but of course could not 
be at all sure how far his answers were modified for foreign 
consumption. 


He said the Yezidis worship God, but also various sub: 
sidiary divinities or angels. Their formal worship is mainly 


directed to two divinities, one the Sun, and the second 


Melek-i-Taous, whom they worship in the form of a golden 
rooster (or peacock) called the Sanjak, or Taous-i-Melek. 
(The fowl of the angel?) They worship the sun as the visible 
impersonation of God, and Ismail Bey said that they believe 


that Christ is now the sun! Every morning and evening the 


Yezidi must kiss the ground toward the sun, and repeat a 
prayer, which my friend kindly repeated for me in Kourdish. 


felt that his people had been predestinated by a heartless 


for any of his people doing better than to ameliorate their 
lot in hell. He said that if any man did a great deal of good 
in this life, at least four times as much as he did wrong, God 


and pilgrimages, but I presume there are other items. 


- to where these various images now are, but two of them are 


I could not understand it all, but it began with ascriptions of 
praise to.the sun, and later the name of Christ. was also men- 


tioned. I tried to get a copy of this prayer, but have not iui 
succeeded. 


Of Melek-i-Taous, the Bey got his host to read to me 


from a booklet that he had in his pocket, which was in very 


difficult Arabic, and he translated to me such portions as he 
saw fit. It seems that 50,000 years before the time of Adam 
the seven archangels began to create the world. There was 


a falling out among them and war, in which one, Melek-i- 
Taous, was defeated, and cast down to the earth. Here he 
completed the work of creation, and ‘‘in a great rage’ he es- 


tablished the laws of the Yezidi religion. Evidently the de- 
feated archangel is the same one with whom we are familiar, 
but the Yezidis regard his defeat as bringing no opprobrium 
on him, and are very sensitive on that point. They never use 
the name Satan, and if the name is mentioned in their pres- 
ence, they immediately decamp, as they believe that their di- 
vinity has been insulted, and fear his wrath. Several times Is- 
mail Bey spoke of the fact that the Yezidis consider them- 
selves as created and singled out for the kingdom of Melek- 
i-Taous. Hesaid the pious Yezidi must constantly pray, 
“Oh God! thou hast created me a Yezidi, keep me faithful 
to my religion as long as I live.”’ It seemed to me that he 


providence to be ruled over by Satan, and that they must do 
their best to keep on the right side of His Majesty. 


I asked him particularly of his hope of reaching heaven, 


and he spoke in a way that showed that there was little chance 


might be pleased with him and save him from hell; but he 
was quite sure that there was no possibility of any of them 
getting to heaven unless he did a least four times as much 
good as sin. The good deeds that he mentioned were alms 


Melek-i-Taous is represented on earth by seven images, 
each in the form of a rooster or peacock, called Sanjaks. Is- 
mail Bey said that these were made of gold by King David, 
and that the divinity read over them and put marks on them 
and prescribed that there should never be any others. These 
images are called Taous-i-Melek. (In Turkish Melek means 
angel and Taous means peacock, so I suppose the divinity is 
called the “Angel of the Peacock,” and the image is the 
‘Peacock of the Angel.’’) Ismail Bey was a bit indefinite as 


in the keeping of his family at Sheikh Adi, which is the prin- 
cipal shrine of their people. These two birds each makes a 


circuit once or twice a year ‘through .all the villages of the © 


Yezidis. The image is carried in great state by horsemen 
from village to village. When the cavalcade approaches a 
village, a messenger is sent ahead and the entire population 
of the village comes out to meet their divinity. It is carried 


with songs and sound of tambourine and clarinet to the house ~ 
of the agha of the village, and there set up for the worship — 


of the people. When His Satanic Majesty read over these 
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birds, he said: “Wherever you go you will take a blessing ; 
whoever kisses you, kisses me, and whoever leaves silver or 
gold before you will win my favor.” So the villagers flock 
in to worship and to leave their offerings, and each one re- 
ceives a token which is a little pellet of earth from the sacred 
shrine at Sheikh Adi. Every Yezidi must carry this token 
with him, and when he dies, one is put in his ear, one in his 


eye, and one in his mouth. The gifts vary, according to the 


wealth of the person, from five piasters to several liras, but 


each receives only one token. If the agha’s gift is sufficient- 


ly generous, the image remains in his house a second or even 
a third night, which brings greatly added blessings to the 
house. If there are many aghas in a village, there is rivalry 
as to who shall have the blessing of the sacred presence, and 
it always goes to the highest bidder, sometimes spending 
several nights ina place, in various houses in turn. Con- 
siderable sums of money. are thus gathered in, in fact it is 
about as strong a piece of religious graft as I ever heard of. 
The privilege of carrying the idol about the country and col- 
lecting the gifts is farmed out each year to the highest bid- 
der, who pays to the ruling family in Sheikh Adi a lump 
sum agreed upon, and then makes whatever he can out of 
the villagers. Ismail Bey said that in his father’s day the job 
sometimes brought some hundred of thousands of liras, an- 


nually, but now they have fallen on evil days, and the income 
is much less. 


It seems that when Ismail Bey fled from the plottings of 
his family, he took one of these images with him, and was 


‘making a good thing out of it among his people, in spite of 


the opposition of the rest of the ruling family. But most 
unfortunately a servant whom he had engaged, he told me, 
on the recommendation of his dear friend ‘Khawaja Mr. An- 
drus,” turned traitor, received a bribe of fifty liras from the 
reigning princess, and turned the idol over toher. The poor 
man was sad over this affair. He said he had been uneasy 
for some time lest the bird should be stolen, but when he 


got a Christian servant, for the first time in along time he _ 
slept peacefully at night. But one morning he woke to find — 


that his servant was gone, so was his rifle and some other 
valuables, but worst of all “Taous yok.” He is hopeful of 
coming to some understanding with his sister, so as to share 


in the sacred office of guardian of the peacock, but this af- 
fair has greatly weakened his position. 


The Yezidis have various shrines to which they make 
pilgrimages, but the principal one is at Sheikh Adi, where 
lie the remains of their great prophet of that name. This 
prophet was very great, and many miracles are wrought at 
his grave. When he was living, some Moslem sheikhs came 


_ from Mecca and Medina and reproved him for setting up a 


separate shrine ayd not doing honor to Mohammed. He 
asked the men where they had been, and then asked what 
they had left there. One had left his staff and the other his 
string of beads; whereat Sheikh Adi smote the ground with 
his staff, a stream of water broke forth at the spot, and soon 
the identical staff and beads came floating up, having come 
all the way from Mecca in that stream. Of course this con- 
vinced the sheikhs, and they forthwith became Yezidis. 


I gleaned all this and some more from two long conver- 
sations with Ismail Bey. The second was when I returned 
his call, and I must say I never was treated with such extreme 


and distinguished honor asI was by him. When I left he - 


came clear out into the street and stood in the rain with 
folded hands till 1 disappeared around the corner. What he 
told me was interesting, and queer and grotesque, but above 
all it was sad and pathetic, to think that he and his people, 
over 50,000 in all, he said, condemned by their traditions to 


live in ignorance, must live all their lifetime in fear, believ- 


ing themselves to be committed by heartless fate to the ten- 


der mercies of the devil, whom they must at all costs placate 


and obey without any hope of ultimate salvation. I told 
him of the Christian’s hope of salvation, and the story ofthe 
thief on the cross, but he seemed more concerned about the 


loss of his sacred peacock than about the prospects of his 
soul, 


That evening in the middle of my stereopticon lecture 
the sexton pushed his way through the crowd and laid an en- 
velope before me, saying that the man wanted an answer and 
would not be refused. I told him that I could not answer 
then, let the man come in and sit down. So in amoment in 
came Ismail Bey, by the sexton’s side door. There was no 


suitable place for him to sit, so he stalked up and sat on the 


platform, right under the screen, where, I am sorry to say, 
he could not see much, The note proved later to be a request 
to be allowed to come in, and the sexton told me his story. 
This Arab Sheikh liad appeared at his house door, demanding 
that the note be delivered to meat once. The sexton told 
him it was impossible, as I was speaking; but when the Bey 
assured him that if he did not obey he would be thrown 
down from the rocks, the poor sexton decided that it was 
better to risk my wrath than his ! 


 ADANA AFFAIRS. 


Adana, Turkey, May 28, 1914. 
Dear Mr. ORIENT: — | 


_ Adana rejoices just now in cool weather, i. e. cool weather 
for Adana. In many other places it might be considered 


hot. The vineyards are beautiful and it is a joy to drive 


through there or spend half a day in the shade of a magnifi- 
cent spreading tree —a splendid place for afternoon tea. 
Our circle is rejoicing in the visit of Miss Starr and Miss 
Beebe of the W. B. M. I. of Chicago. They reached us on 
Wednesday and it has been a satisfaction to put them through 
a series of exercises. On Thursday morning they were pres- 
ent at the closing exercises of the American Seminary for 
Girls. The exercises were held in the school yard. The clouds 
were sufficient to shade the sun and yet not pour down any 


rain. There was a company of about 500 people. The Rev. | 


S. Tomasian of Tarsus gave a very excellent address which was 


listened to with marked attention. Thereafter Miss Starr 


presented diplomas to a class of ten girls, at the same time giv- 
ing them the greetings of the Woman's Board, stating the 
ideals that the Board stood for and exhorting them to share 
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REFORMS IN THE MOSOUL DISTRICT. 


Siileiman Nazif Bey, the present Vali of Mosoul], appears 


_to be an example of the right man in the right place. Since 
his appointment he has given proofs of ability to govern, in 
his action against Sheikh Abdul-Salam, the chief of the re- 
 bellious Barzan Kourds; and of his capacity to win the lik- 


| ing of his people by his treatment of the unhappy Yezidis,: 


who have been so Ing oppressed. 

: Sheikh Abdul-Salam has for some time been a thorn in 
the side of the Government, setting it at defiance when it 
suited him, and terrorizing the district more or less. Three 
years ago the government took action against him, and then, 
finding himself ina tight corner, he came to terms and 
promised to behave, but drifted back into a state of outlawry 
once more. Thereupon the Vali promptly summoned him 
to Mosoul. The order was disobeyed, and the sheikh fled, 
doubtless thinking that in a short time his offence would be 
forgotten. 
with vigor, and on March Ist, military preparations were be- 
ing made for the active prosecution: of a regular campaign 
against the rebellious sheikh. The fact that the provincial 
treasury had at that time actually received a sum of Lt. 2,500 
and a promise of a further Lt. 3,500 for the purpose of pro- 


secuting the campaign would seem to show that the central 


_ Government is prepared to back the Vali’s action effectively. 


And that being so we shall doubtless soon hear of the Kour- 


dish chieftain being brought to book. | 
As to the Yezidis, or “devil worshipers,” as they are 
commonly called, the Vali has shown a sympathetic and 
conciliatory spirit that has been all too raré in Ottoman of- 
ficials in the past. There are many of these interesting people 
in the Mosoul district, who in past years have been persecut- 
ed there as elsewhere. Some twenty years ago the persecu- 
tion was particularly severe, Deli Omar Pasha, who had been 
charged with the duty of “converting” them, by the Porte, 
adopting the most brutal measures to effect that object when 
they rejected his overtures, Many were massacred, and the 
Pasha confiscated their “idols” (bronze peacocks) and sent 
them to Baghdad, where they have since been kept. 
Siileiman Nazif Bey has called the Yezidi leaders together, 
expressed his sorrow for their past sufferings, restored their 
“idols” and informed them that henceforth the Ottoman 
Govertiment will grant them the same privileges and liberties 
as are enjoyed by all other religious sects in Turkey. Needless 
to add, this step has given rise to dea satisfaction amongst 
the Yezidis. 


— The Near East. 


(Note. An official communication of two weeks ago 
from the Ottoman Government reported a bloody conflict at 
Barzan between the troops and the forces of Abdul-Salam, 
as a result of which the troops triumphantly entered Barzan, 
having killed a large number of the rebels including eight of 
their chiefs, but the Sheikh and some companions escaped 


and were being pursued.) 


But Siileiman Nazif Bey has taken the matter up 


guarantees being given for his safety. 


Now 


TO THE YEZIDIS. | 

Sir Edwin Pears, in his “Turkey and its People,” . says 
they ‘‘cannot be classed either as followers of Christ or of 
Mohammed, a group who in the modern world, are an ana- 
chronism, who, if they are nota survival, are born out of 
time. A few are nomads; others inhabit a small number of 
villages in Armenia, in the vilayets of Van, Diarbekir and . 
Aleppo. But by far the larger number exist in the districts 
of Sheikhan and Sinjar, in the province of Mosoul. Taken 
altogether the Yezidis probably number about 100 000. ‘They 
not only deny that they are Moslems, but claim that they are 
a distinct race, and are not the descendants of Adam and 

Eve, with whose offspring they are forbidden to have any.re- 
lations. They declare that God is formed of seven emana- . 
tions, and that each emanation is God. From these-emana- 
tions came the angels, the first of whom was the devil. He 
sinned, suffered, was restored to favor, and was placed highest 
in order amongst the angels. Then the angels revolted ; God 
punished them, and this time made Satan their chief, and 
named him Meleki Tavus, or Peacock King, conferring on . 
him power equal to that he himself possessed. ‘Just as two. 
flames unite, so did Allah and Satan become one.’ The Ye- | 
zidis are intensely conservative, in the sense of being.non- 
progressive. They claim to be under the protection of the 
Peacock King, otherwise the devil. Their legends are many 
and extremely weird. As far as possible they refuse to hav 
any dealings with their Moslem neighbors. The Moslem 
authorities distrust them, and on the other hand no Yezidi 
chief will visit the Turkish authorities unless upon substan-' 
No Yezidi will 
enter a mosque. They have no desire to meet Christians, 
but they doso more willingly than Mohammeédans. 
features in their conduct which’ have most contributed to 
their repute are: their distrust of all who are not of their 
religion, and their belief that reverence must be shown for 
the devil. They regard as enemies those who lightly take. 
his name in vain, and claim that it is their duty to kill,any 
one who speaks ill of the devil. They have two sacred, 
books called the “Jelveh” and the “Black Mushafi,” but it 
is difficult to obtain any information as to their contents. 4? 
They have never been printed. Of recent years they declare 
that. even all their manuscript books have been, destroyed. . 
They are undoubtedly idolaters. They venerate the statues 
of a peacock representing the great God-Deyil. The prin- 
cipal feature in their public worship is dancing, which 
they practise around these statues, They also offer sacrifice., 
They practise circumcision, like Jews and Moslems. They 
baptize their children like Christians. They turn towards . 
the morning star like fire- -worshipers.’ Some of them at least 
worship water, and never pass a spring withous a prayer. 
They believe firmly in transmigration like Hindoos, and like 
them favor fakirs. They repudiate Islam, and yet have often 


been classed, both by and as 
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THE MEXICO-AMERICAN TROUBLE. 


A very anomalous situation meets us in Mexico today, 
where the United States Government is trying to settle its 


dispute with General Huerta, whom it refuses to recognize 


as President of the Republic, while the Constitutional forces 
under Carranza and the infamous Villa protest against Am- 
erican violation of Mexican territory and call upon the Am- 


erican army to withdraw from Vera Cruz, but in the same 
breath denounce Huerta as a usurper and deny all coopera- 


tion with him. President Wilson has plainly stated that the 
United States has no intention of making war on Mexico, or 
of infringing her sovereign rights; he insists that the Amer- 


ican quarrel is with an individual who at the present moment 


is in power in part of the Mexican territory, and that there- 


fore it is necessary for the American Government to take 


measures to insist on satisfaction from him by landing men 
at Vera Cruz and occupying the custom house. 


with a loss of 12 killed and 50 wounded ; of the Mexicans it 
is said that 150 were killed. The Mexican forces have witk- 
drawn to a distance of twenty miles. The municipal govern- 
ment is left in Mexican hands. 


pico had not been occupied by the American fleet, but it was 
thought not unlikely that this step would be taken. 
- The Government of Huerta has given Mr,.O’ Shaughnes- 


sy, the American chargé d’affairs, his passports and has re- 
called the Mexican Minister at Washington; but till now it, 
has not declared war. It is also reported that Mexican troops 
have crossed the American border at several points. This 
would mean the troops of the insurgents, and would indicate 
that they were making common cause with the Huertists; 


but.this seems improbable in view of Carranza's strong words 
of repudiation of Huerta. 
As for the cause of this situation, itis quite distinct from 


the immediate occasion of it. President Wilson's demand 
that the American flag be saluted was occasioned by the 
gratuitous arrest and imprisonment of some American mar- 
ines whole were landing to purchase supplies ; two of these 
men were even taken out of the boat that was flying the Stars 
and Stripes. But this was merely the culmination of a num- 
ber of incidents that showed the necessity of calling on Huerta 


to modify his method of dealing with Americans. Nor is the - 


attitude of the Constitutionalists any more satisfactory. The 
murder ‘of the Englishman Benton concerns the American 
Government because of our obligations under the Monroe 
Doctrine; and there are plenty of Americans who feel that 
the time has come for a general housecleaning in Mexico in 
the interests of the Mexicans themselves. ‘Whether this can 
be accomplished by other means than an occupation of the 


country, remains. to be seen. Such an occupation would 
take several years and be sadly expensive in human lives. 
The latest despatches indicate that Brazil, Argentira and 
Chile have offered their good offices as mediators, and that 
there seems good hope that such niediation’. may be-accept- 


able to both sides, Great Britain ‘:is‘also' reported to have 
offered to do anything she can in the matter. 


This land- 
ing has been effected by a force of 6,000 marines from the 
fleet under command of Rear-Admirals Badger and Fletcher, 


Up to the last accounts Tam- - 


TARSUS HAPPENINGS. 


Tarsus, Turkey, April 22, 1914, 


On “hia 15th, the day preceding the spring vacation, 
St. Paul’s Academy held its Prize Speaking Contest and Com- 
mencement exercises. Nine boys competed in three lan- 
guages for the declamation prizes, and in the evening, after — 
speeches by eight others, 28 students receéved their diplomas. 
The Academy department has been kept. entirely separate 
from the College this year with. the gratifying result of a. 
higher grade of scholarship. . The Commencement exercises 
were without doubt the best in the history of the Academy. 

_ The spiritual life of the College has been greatly helped 
by the week’s visit of two Marash theological students, Mr. 
Siragan Aghababian and Mr. Simon Vehabedian. Their 
daily contact with the students, individual talks, and stirring 
appeals for a consecration to the Christian ministry have led 
several students to consider the ministry as a life work, 
and many more to resolve to enter some form of Christian — 
service. Weare grateful to the young men themselves and 
to the Marash Seminary, that so. a plan 
may be continued. 

.The month of April for the num-~ 


ber of visitors who stopped. at Tarsus. . Miss Lathrop and 


Miss Kingsbury of. Boston: passed through Tarsus,on their 
round-the-world trip. Rev. and Mrs. Robert Porter of Cleve- 
land, Ohio, and. Dr: and Mrs. Whyte of Watertown, Wis. 
passed the Easter week as guests of Dr. and Mrs.. Christie, 
Mr. Porter delivered several addresses and preached the Eas- 
ter sermon to. the Protestant congregation. .. We are grateful 
to Dr. Whyte for his able lectures.on ‘‘The Spread of Con- 
tagious Diseases,’ and ‘‘Achievements in the Medical Field.” 
Miss Gage, during her visit in the interest of the Y.W.C.A. 
work, addressed one of the largest assemblies of Gregorian 
women that has been seen in the Gregorian School Hall. 
Her visit has stirred up an increased interest in the Y.W.C.A. 
Miss Willard of Marsovan accompanied Miss Gage on her visit. 

—Itis not very often that Tarsus, is favoured with a real 
musical concert. Consequently the entertainment given by 
Mr. Pierre Briquet on. the cello, accompanied by Mrs. Whyte 
on the piano was all the more enjoyed by a number of friends. 

_ Since his return from Egypt, Dr. Christie has been giv- 
ing aseries of interesting and instructive lectures on the. 
“Ethics of the Nations.” Up to the present time he has con- 
cluded the addresses on the Egyptian, Babylonian and Chinese 
civilizations. E: N. | 


CALENDAR OF: ENGLISH. PREACHING: SERVICES. 
‘Sunday, May ‘3rd, 1914. 


CHURCH, 11 a.m: Rev. Robert Frew. 
ROBERT COLLEGE, a a. m,, Rey. George H. 4; Huntington: 


CONSTAN/PLE COLLEGE, 5 p.m., Rev. Robert Frew. 


| 
164 
om 
4 
| 
& 
} 
4 
: 4 


For YOuNG PEOPLE. 


CONCERNING THE YEZIDEES. 


BY REV. ALPHEUS N. ANDRUS, MARDIN, EASTERN TURKEY. 


YeEzp is a Persian word signifying God. According-to the derivation of their 
name the Yezidees should be worshipers of God; but it is plain they cannot 
be so regarded now, whatever they may have been in past ages. 

1. They recognize One Supreme Being, but offer to him neither sacrifice nor 
prayer. They say he is | 

* so good that he will only 
and always do good any- 
way, so that there is no 
occasion to either ap- 
pease his wrath or solicit 
his clemency. 

2. They believe in a 
personal devil who was 
cast out of Paradise, but 
who will ultimately be 
reinstated. 

As the author of all 
evil he needs, they say, 
to be propitiated and 
honored, and, because 
of his final restoration, 
it is worth their while 
to curry favor with him = 
while he is an outcast, 
so that when he shall be 


restored to favor he will 
intercede for them. 
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| These reasons explain From Layard’s ‘Nineveh and Bubylon,”’—Harper & Brothers, 


the esteem and rever- 3 CHIEF OF THE DEVIL-WORSHIPERS. 
ence in which they hold 


him, the sacredness with which his name — Shaytan — is regarded, so that they 
never speak it, and the almost divine honors paid to his symbol, which is a brazen 
ox. ‘They hope in this way to induce him, not only himself to do them no harm 
in this life, but also to use his good offices for them in the life to come so that xo 
one else shall harm them. | 


a 
| 
| 
| 
| 
‘ 
= 4 


386 oncerning the Yeztdees. [September, 


3. Lhey affirm that there are seven gods, each of whom, in his turn, governs 
the universe for a period of 10,000 years. i 

These gods have the title of A/¢/ek, which is an Aramaic word signifying king, 
or ruler. The god now in power is called by them Melek Taaoos. As they do 
not know when he began his reign they cannot tell when his 10,000 years will 
have expired. | 

4. They possess four symbols of this Melek Taaoos which are of brass, and 
more nearly resemble a cock than any other winged creature. They call this 
symbol “ Sanjak TaaGds,”” which means the banner of Taddds. | 

_ The reason they give why the symbol should be of this shape is that this god 
once appeared in the world in the form of a bird. They bow to and worship 
this symbol, advance to it on their knees, rise, deposit a contribution in a box 
placed for the purpose be- 
side the symbol, and then 
walk away backward, keep- 
their eyes fixed upon 

the brazen bird until they 

have returned to the door 

| of the house in which the 
symbol has been set up. 

There is a symbol for 
each of the four districts 
into which the regions oc- 
cupied by the Yezidees are 
divided. These districts 
are: — 

(1) The Sinjar, which is 
west of Mosul. | 
_ (2) The Kherzan, which 
is in the mountains of 
Koordistan. 

(3) Aleppo in northern 
Syria, including also the 
vilayet, or province, of 

Diarbekir. 
From Layard’s “Nineveh and Babylon.”—Harper & Brothers. (4) Northern Armenia, 
HIGH PRIEST OF THE DEVIL-WORSHIPERS. and the Caucasus in south- 
ern Russia. | 

_ These symbols are carried about in their respective districts to the Yezidee 
villages by members of the third order of their priesthood, who are called 
Kowils. | | 

The Sheikhs Yusef and Aziz, who constitute the second order, farm this 
privilege to the Kow4ls by an annual contract secured by bids. Only a few years 
ago a contract for one of these districts was sold for 4 T.250 ($1,100). 

Several months are required to canvass a single district, because the villages 
of the Yezidees are so scattered, and the only means of travel is by horse. 


4 
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Whatever the Kowals collect by means of the “Sanjak TaaGds,” above the 
amount contracted for, is their own. | | 2 
Some of the Yezidees claim that this “‘Sanjak Taad0s” is the seal and signet 
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of David, and that it was not made by any earthly artisan, but descended in its 
present shape directly from heaven. | 

5. The local centre of their religion is now at a spot northeast from Mosul 
where stands a large house of worship called “ Sheikh Adi.” Mr. Rassam, the 
celebrated excavator of Assyrian and Babylonian remains, thinks that the last 
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388 Concerning the Yeztdees. (September, 1889. 


name is a corruption of Addai, and that the building was formerly a Christian 
church of the Chaldee nation, having the name of St. Addai, or St. Taddai, 
which is in English St. Thaddeus. This apostle preached the gospel in all that 
region. Atall events there is at “ Sheikh Adi,” a book, not less than 700 years 
old, ‘which contains an account of Sheikh Adi of Hakkari, who is now regarded 
by the Yezidees as the beginning and foundation of their belief. They assign to 
him the same place in their religion that the Jews give to Moses, and that is 
claimed by the Moslems for Mohammed. They do not reveal the date of the 
foundation of their religion, but claim that it is o/der than Adam. 

6. Much more that is curious and interesting might be written concerning this 
strange people, but our space will only permit us to add that although we have 
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From Layard’s “‘ Nineveh and Babylon. & 


YEZIDEE WOMEN, 


been watching our opportunity to get the gospel in among them, while laboring 
with their nominally Christian neighbors, we have not yet been successful — chiefly 
on account of their inveterate prejudice against ~eading and against dooks in 
general. 

We did succeed in getting a Yezidee youth to begin reading, but after he had 
lived two weeks with our helper who was instructing him, his relatives became 
alarmed at his progress and took him back to his father’s. house. : 

Not many months ago, however, word was received from Mardin that an invita- 
tion had been received from an influential Yezidee in the neighborhood of Severek 
to send a teacher to his village that a school might be started among them. This 
is a ray of hope for a people of whom we do not yet despair. May we be able 
to mention things still more hopeful when we again write you ARCAETING the 
Yezidees. % 
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For YounGc PEOPLE. 


MORE ABOUT THE YEZIDEES. 


BY REV. ALPHEUS N. ANDRUS, MARDIN, EASTERN TURKEY. 


>, NX 


In the Missionary Herald for Septem- 
ber, 1889, some account was given of this 
singular sect found in Eastern Turkey. 
The picture before you is that of Sheikh 
Nasur, the late high priest of the Yezi- 
dees, who died in the fall of 1889. His 
successor is Sheikh ’Ali, brother of Meerza 
Beg, the recognized chief of the Yezidees. 
As he has not yet sat for his picture, we 
are unable to give it here. The high priest 
is the religious head of the Yezidees and | 
also the guardian of the tomb of Sheikh 
Ali, which is their Mecca. No Yezidee 
family would be without a ball of the 
sacred earth from this shrine, as it is sup- 
posed to impart a blessing to the house, 
to cure disease, and also to be necessary 
when dying. This high priest is supposed 
to carry Paradise in his sleeves, and you 
can purchase with money as large a part 
of it as you wish ; and for a consideration 
he will show you your father in Paradise. 
He is always looked upon by the people, 
when he appears among them, with holy 
reverence and humility. 

This second picture represents one of 
the ordinary young men of the Yezidee 
sect. Their avocation is chiefly agricul- 
tural, as they never reside in cities or large 
towns. Most of the Yezidees around Mosul 
are farmers, tenants of Moslem beys, and 
Christian merchants of the city, who own 
the lands and even many of the villages. 

On one occasion, while journeying with 
an English consul in the Jebel Toor re- 
gion, we suddenly came upon a newly made grave near a Yezidee village. Two 
upright poles, five feet high and forked at the top, had been erected, one at the 
head and the other at the foot of the grave ; and between them, and supported 


YEZIDEE MAN. 
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by them, was a third, about eight feet long, upon which, from end to end, were 
suspended alternately long dress-sleeves and locks of hair. The sleeves were o 
different colors and the locks of various shades. ‘The young man so recentlj 
buried had _ been highly 
honored in life, and a 
his death this unusual to 
ken of deep grief had bee 
erected by the women, wh« 
mourned his departure 
When a Yezidee is abou 
to die, a howal (priest) o 
his agent visits him an 
removes his sins by trans 
ferring them to _ himself 
As soon as he is dead 
kowal puts a little of the 
YEZIDEE GRAVE. earth of Sheikh ’Ali in his 
mouth and upon his face 
afterward praying over him, and by inspiration, the following prayer: “‘ Wha 
has happened to him since his death? Will he, or will he not, return to this 
world? And should he come, in what form, and in whom, will he dwell?” The 
hold that the spirits of the righteous dead enter, by transmigration, into men ol 
the earth and those of the wicked into beasts. 

Just now the chief interest attaching to the Yezidees grows out of the fact that 
the Sultan himself has recently sent four missionaries to Mosul— two. mollahs 
and two army officers — who are to endeavor to either persuade or force them te 
embrace Islam. The Yezidees would prefer to emigrate to Russia rather than be 
come Moslems, and their Moslem landlords are anxivus that no harsh measures 
shall be employed by the missionaries in their singular and difficult mission, les 
such should be the result. We too should pray that God, by his providence, will 
overrule these events that a more open door among them will be given to us. 


SPOTS OF THE LEOPARD CHANGED. 


BY REV. ALLEN HAZEN, D.D. 


[Rev. Dr. Allen Hazen, who went as missionary to India more than forty-five years 
ago, but who returned to this country some years since, has recently revisited 
the mission and has been preaching in many of the stations and out-stations with 
which he was so familiar. Among these out-stations visited was the village of Wat- 
wad, in the Marathi Mission, which is sixty miles north of Sholapur, where Dr. Hazen 
found some remarkable fruits of the seed which he had sown in that region more than 
twenty years ago. In a letter dated Watwad, December 15, 1891, he gives the fol- 
lowing remarkable story. | 


ONE morning, more than twenty years ago, I was preaching on the street in 
Sholapur, not very long before I left there. A stranger was among the hearers. 
He followed me home and stayed two or three days with the Christians, and 
listened to the Word. He could read, and he took some books, among them the 
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OFFICE OF 


Advance, 
155 La Salle Street, 


H. S. HARRISON, Manacer. 


OUR 


SINGLE SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


CLUB RATES. 


2 (or more) Subseriptions es ....Each, $2.25 


With each additional 10 names an extra copy free. 


Home missionaries will receive their copy free with a club of 5 at $2.00, or 
10 at $1.50. 

All subscriptions, single or in are ‘Teceived for parts of a 
year at yearly rates. 

The full number and amount (5 names and $10.00, or 10 names and $15.00), 
- must be sent in at one time and in advance, to secure these terms. After that, 
names may be added any time during the year at the club rate, but all names thus 
added can be only for the unexpired time of the club. 

_ As an aid in getting old subscribers all in uniform time, names may be 

taken, and will count in clubs, of those not expiring for some months, but who now 
pay the proportion of the year required to bring their time with those of the club. 


DISCONTINUANCES. 


All papers sent at Single Subscription rates are continued until 
an-explicit order is received for discontinuance, and until all arrearages are paid, 
as required by law, though such request may be sent at any time to take effect 
when the subscription expires. 

All papers sent at Club Rates will be’ stopped at sities of sub- 
scription unless request is made for continuance. Unless the name appears again 
in a club, single subscription rates will have to be charged. 

Address all correspondence, 

ADVANCE PUBLISHING CO. 


155 La Sr., Curcaco. 
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REV. ALDEN, D. Da American 


LANGDON 8. WARD, Treasurer. 
CHARLES E. SWETT, General Agent. T 
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Bourd of Commissioners for Foreign Wissions. 


REASURER’S Orrick, Room 7, CONGREGATIONAL Housg, 
No. 1 Somerset Street, corner Beacon Street, 
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PAINESVILLE, OHIO, Dec. 15, 1887. 
DEAR CLASSMATES: | | 

We have passed through two campaigns, of seven and twelve years res- 
pectively, on the plains of Mesopotamia and in the mountains of Assyria in 
the service of the King. We are now at home on a furlough to rest and re- 
cruit for a third and, I trust, — and still better campaign in the same 
region. 

" But that we may make more sure of that we need a good supply of the 

sinews of war. It is to procure these that we solicit your helpful assistance. 

Two years ago our High school at Mardin was reorganized upon a board- 
ing school and paying basis thus securing a more family character to the 
school, a closer watch over and influence with the students, and a large ad- 
vance in the line of self-support. 

The objects of the school are: 
1—To develop a manly christian character in all the pupils. 
2—To ag up teachers for our Common and High schools throughout the 

fiel 
3—To prepare candidates for our Theological Seminary located at Mardin. 

We entertain the hope that it will develop into a College for Mesopo- 
tamia and Assyria, and are working hard for the attainment of that end. 

The first year under the new plan we had 20 pupils: Last year we had 
40 pupils, although we doubled the charge for board which is still below what 
it costs to feed the students. This year full price of board will be required. 

But besides the amount received for board a sum of $1500 a year is re- 
quired to run the school, apart from the salary ofthe Principal who is a mis- 
sionar 

We want, if possible, to raise an Endowment Fund of $30,000, the in- 
terest of which shall be applied to cover that expense of $1500 and so set it 
free to be used in the extension of evangelistic and educational work in the 
station field. 

A contribution of $1,000 to the endowment will secure a scholarship 
which will bear the name of the donor. 
| Let as many as can do so, hand their names down to posterity in this 
_ desirable way, and let all try to influence some wealthy relative or — to 
_ take one, or to give what he can toward the endowment. 

- Whatever is contributed for this special object should be extraneous to 
the regular subscriptions to the treasury of the American Board. 

Please remit to me any and all amounts by check, or by money order 
either by post or telegraph. 

Remember that ‘bis ‘dat i i cito dat’. Expecting a prompt and generous 
responds to this my first and final call, I remain, 

Yours in 


Address, Rev. A. N. ANDRUS, Missionary of the A. B. C. F. M. 
149 Main St., Painesville, Ohio. | 
P. O. Box No. 904. \ 
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TURKIYE AMERIKAN BORD NESRIYAT DAIRESI 
istanbul Merkez Postahanesi 142 Numarali Kutu — Tel. Ist. 1845 


| 


AMERICAN BOARD PUBLICATION DEPARTMENT» 


Central P, 0, Box 142, Stamboul, Turkey 
F. W. MACCALLUM : | | J. K. BIRGE 


May 11, i929 


Miss Agnes Fenenga 
American Mission 
Mardin, Turkey 


Dear Miss Fenenga, 


I am very glad to have your letter of 
May lst and to know that your Bookroom is again 
opened and that you are doing business. I am 
sending you books ammagazines as per enclosed 
invoices. The magazines listed on this invoice 
I can recommend. 


Resimli Ay has had three issues in the new | 
characters. The first two issues, those of March and 
April, were very bad from the moral point of view. 

The May number is better, very much better. What it 
is going to be after this I do not know. The Editor 
Zechariah Bey is definitely oub to try to drive the 
missionaries out of the country. The last two numbers 
ot Resimli Ay have not only attacked the Bible House 
‘but Robert College and Constantinople College. They 
have succeeded in forming a society here in Constan- 
tinople called “Def Olsun Misyonerler Cemiyeti". 

I think it would be better for you not to take Resi mili 
Ay for the present. 


You may be sure that we here are very anxious 
to help you in every way with your Reading Room. I 
think that is a splendid opportunity for serving the 
people. I wish you success and I hope you \will write 
me if there is anything we can do to help IRE « 


‘Yours very cordially, 


JKB/HH 


Enc. Two invoices. 
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AMERICAN BOARD PUBLICATION 


Central P. O. Box 142, Stamboul, Turkey 
F. W.. MACCALLUM . J. K. BIRGE 


May 50, 1929 


Miss Agnes Fenenga | 
American Mission 
Mardin, Turkey | 


Dear Miss Fenenga, 


With Mrs. Birge and the three boys I have just 

been on a most interesting trip through the interior 
visiting Angora, Talas and Merzifoun. On my return I 
find your letters of May 12 and 18. I am enclosing 
invoice of the books and magazines which have been sent 
to you and which will be charged your account. I am 


certainly glad tha yaur reading room is going am I 
wish you success for it. | 


You ask in your letter of May 12 about the 

system used in our Reading Room in Constantinople. I 
talked yesterday with the librarian and found that on 
each book he has a white marker with two numbers on it. . 
One is the number of classification, Nevi Nuimerosu, 

the other is the number of the book within that class- 
ification. He has several fihrists. The first one 
contains the following classifications: (1) Ilahiat, 

(2) Felsefe, (3) Tarih, (4) Geografia, (5) Fenun Saire 
(6) Lugat,Kamus. A second fihrist contains the following 
classifications: (7) Hukuk ve Kavain, (8) Edebiat, 
(9) Roman, (10) Siyahetname, (11) Terbiyee Dair, 
(12) Tabibete Dair. A third fihrist is for French books : 
a fourth one for English books and there is an additional 
fihrist for magazines, especially for old copies. This 
classification he labels simply M. standing for Mejmua. 


In each fihrist he lists all the books. The 
first column gives the number of the classification and 
the second column is the number of the book and the 3rd 
column the name of the book and the 4th the language in 
which it is written and the next column the writer's name, 
the next column the translator's name, then the publisher, 


the number of pages, the — ee finally a column for 
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May 50, 1929 


Patrons can look in any of these fihrists and 
select a book. Then they ask the librarian for the book 
they want giving the number of classification and the 
number of the book. He writes these two numbers down in 
a note book and the patron signs his name as he receives 
the book. The numbers are then crossed off when the 
book is returned. If a patron comes several times during 
a day and each time borrows the same book it is still 
written down each time. The cdeily newspapers are kept 
on the tables for any one to pick up and read. But the 
current magazines are kept in the librarian's own desk and 
are given out as asked for. He tried leaving the magazines 
on the tables but found that they got abused. I think 
that the Bibles have been withdrawn from the Reading Room 
but such books as Hazreti Yusuf are there. This particular 
book strangely enough is classed under Roman (novel ) and is 
used a great deal. 


3 The thing that impressed me yesterday as I 
visited the Reading Room was the wonderfully courteous 

and gentle way Djemil Bey the librarian treats each 
patron. As he was talking with me explaining things, 
again and again boys and young men came to him with a 
request for books. Every single time he gave them his — 
attention ina most good natured and kindly way. I think 
Dr. Goodsell has trained Djemil rather carefully in this 
respect, for he does it to perfection. I have often seen 
people ‘at library deske in America treat a patron as 
though he had his nerve right with him to dare to come 

to a librarian to ask for a book. Where people are not ) 
used to Reading Rooms and libraries such an attitude would 
do a great deal of harm. So I think much will depend upon 
the spirit in which the librarian does the work. 


The books are all in glass cases so that they 
can be seen by all visitors, but apparently only the 
librarian himself actually takes books from the shelves. 


I think this would give you perhaps a pretty 
Clear idea about the way the library here works. Do let 
me know ig I can help you in any other way. 


Most sincerely yours, 


JKB/HH 


Enc. Invoice 
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iey of net adding to our working foree and steadily 


with gemeral mission pol- 


ducing our work, while that of the native Christians is enlarged. 
Another eee span had weight with me. T understood it 
was She faeting of saa mission quite decidedly that Mr.H.S.Bar- 
num was the man to become president of the college whenever a 
change shall be RAdORORTY i so I have had him in mind, but could 
net give any publicity, of course, to the matter. T have felt 
| that should he go to Constantinople for a time in’ publication work, 
it would not be & bad preparation for him to take charge of the 
college at a later dey. The broader his views, the wider his 
range of acquaintance, the better the man for president. But I 
understand from you that Mr.Wheasler is not pleased with him and 
would not be satisfied to have him assume the charge. This chan- 


gos the whée matter and is a new element in the case. 1 will 


therefore keap in tind what you say, and if we find just the man, 
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American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. 


1 Somerset Bostogt, Jan. 19,...35,.8 
H.N.Barnum, D.D., 
Harpoote 
Dear Dr.Barnum?- 

4 have before me several letters from your hand, 
some of which have b2an acknowledged by Dr.Alden, and some haying 
‘no mark on them to that effect. If I could sit down with you for 
an hour, there ar? many viliiai I would like to speak of, but just 
returning from some wesks of absence, nearly two months, in short, 
of inability to work here, I have not much time, 

There are only two or three things — IT will now 

First, T know just what ara the facts in 
revard to the building of the girls’ school, and whathar there ls 
really adit Occasion for this interference or worse, on the part of 
the Turkish Government. I had some anxiety on this subject a 
s00d while ago, and was desirous that nothing whatever should be 
done that could involve us with the Government,- nothing that was 
not straightforward and open in all our dealings. Mr.Whegler 
took me to task for an over-sensitive conscience in that matter, 
but I would prefer to delay most valuable work rather than expose 
ourselves to criticism of duplicity in any manner whatever, _ 
Please let me know just what nere ire in this case, 


Secondly. TI infer from what you and others write that _ 


matters are voing on quietly and hopefully, with much improvement 


a 
d 
¥ 
4 
‘ 
7 
d 
- 
> 
4 
by 
¥ 
aS 
a 
ay 
a 
dig 
2 
ace 
a 
5 


on the part of Mr.Wheeler,- that his OE pees the natives 


as well as toward his missionary brethren, is such as to render 


you hopeful for the future. 


I feel very great solicitude for your welfare, with so 


many burdens resting on you, political and social, I was glad r. 


to learn that you have taken in charge the’ Theological Seminary, _ 
by appointment of te mission, and that you will find ih stch la- 
bors genuine rest from other perplexing cares, 

With kind regards to Mrs.Barnum as well as yourself, 

Sincerely yours, 

P.S. f am much Obliged for what you say under date of Oct.7th in) 
references to Constantinople Seminary and nativo cooperation. I 
note also what is said in reference to Miss Seymour, 8 hope that 
she will not be pressed into sehool work any longer. Her health 
s2ems to have suffered much in consequence, and work that she en- 
gages in thus against her convictions of what is best for her, will 
not be favoraple to her health. Better secure good native asgis- 
tanee than to iitink: tae . woman Of so great value; better even to 
close the faule dipasinent than to break down missionaries like 


Miss Seymour in attempting to earry it on. 
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Board of ommissioness for fosign ffissions, 


Congregational House, 1 Somerset Street, 


Lesion, April 24, 18 85. 


RoveH.N.Barnum, 
Harpoot, 
Dear Br,.Barnum:- 

Your favor of Jane27th lies before me without any 
mark on it to indicate its acknowledgments I have an impression 
that I have written you before this, but I will not stop to look 
that matter Ups T note whet you say in this letter, and it is 
heipful as throwing more light on the situation. With all my 
efforts I find it is not @asy to understand just how matters are, 


and that f have need of great carefulness sometimes in writ ing, 


and great need of forbearance and kindness on the part of my friends, 
? have been waiting quite anxiously for further news in 
YTegard tO the complications in which the college has been involved. 
Hearing nothing, f would hope for the best, and yet I cannét help 
| & good deal of enxisty lest we may have still further eompltica-~ 
tions and embarrassments with the government. especially re=- 
gret that there should have been any eppearance of degeption or 
subterfuge in promise to srect buildings, Your expla~ 
nations on that subject are ell that can be expected, and yet " 


cannot but feel that the budldings erected for dwelling houses oe 


— 


should _be used strictly for dwelling houses, and no occasion of 


> 


offence be given to Armenians or Moszems,. I have no faith nor 
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hope in asking the divine blessing on anything but what is thor~ 


oughly upright. I was not pleased at all with a remark I heard 


— 


in Constantinople, When IT asked how tems were secured for cer- 
tain buildings there, I was told that thé matter was left to native 
agents, and it was hinted that no inquiries were made as to the 
course they pursued. I did not like that. It was putting off : 
work on which missionaries would not like to attend _ 
to themselves, and I do not believe in any such dodges or subter~ 
fugese  §8traightforward work every time! 


Vary sincerely yours, 
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Congregational House, 1 Somerset Street, . 


Reve HeN,Barnum, DeDe, 


Harpoot, 


dust a word as to the Baptist movements 
I have written to the Sec. of the Baptist Pub, Society, sending 
a eopy of your letter, and making as full and elear a statement 
as T could of the case of Arabkir, The reply is al toge ther ‘sat- 
isfactory, and we are assured that in view of the ease pre gented 
there is no oceasion for them to modify their plang.or to withhold 
the aid and support they are rendering to agent 
The writer claims that this movement was wholly spontaneous, and 
that Baptists in this country would not ue satiefios if these men 
who have returned to their own country to disseminate Baptist 
views should fail of sympathy and support which is nte-eney Tn 
other words, he does not accept ee ween as valid at all as 


restraining or limiting in any manner the movements of these Bap- 


tists, So we may have any amount of trouble andwithout remedys 


I would 9 glad however, of @ statement from you as soon as it may 
be veuasbunnte to make a statement that will be satisfactory as to 
the results of this movement at Arabkir, and also at any other. ' 
points. The facts must be grouped toget her and presented to the 

Christian public in justification of the failure to make the prog- 


réss we had anticipated in your fielde ‘If these 1 ittle comnuni- 
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ties are divided and broken up, it will entail increased expense 
upon us, or else we must abandon the region thus harassed and over 
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Congregational House, 1 Somerset Street, 
Boston, Juty 68 
Rev.H.N.Barnum, D.D., 
Harpo ot. 
Dear Dr. Ba — 
Your favor of June Sth touehing the Oonstan- 
tinople Seminary was reeeived by due course, and is very 


highly valued. 


Just what will of the Seminary problem 
t8 not yet elear. We watt results. 

I note tn a Letter of earlier date, May 29th, what you 
say in regard to Mr. Ainslie and woman s the Chambers, 
and the ehtidren of Mr. Wheeler. 

litt le troubled over the position in regara 
to Ainslie. I hope he rigy yet prove useful to the station, 
but if net, : it 18 better that he come any. I have said as 
muah to the station, and have avatted the tr a@t ion. 

Your views in regara to woman 8 work are entirely 
satisfaetory, and I “- disposed to embody them for subst mee 
in @ letter that I ‘ingy s00n write you as stated Clerk or See- 
retary of the mission, I do not think that our goed friends 
at Mardin have acted tn all points with the utmest atseretion: 
There should have bean entére freedom of eonferenee. Miss 
Sears, that was, has writ tem me quite futly, and while she 


makes out some points, after all, she would have woman's work 
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exelusivel y in the hands of the women. ‘This is not vise. 
Your plan at Harpo ot ts far better, and I shali write in keep 
ing with that, that equal voiee should be equal ly conelusive 

and the women shout d be generously and careful ly considered 
in all points touching their work. : The station shouid not 
aet without fult and kindiy eonferanee with them and di@ re=- 
gard to thetr wishes. But enough of thts. From the Min- 
utes just received, do not ap prehend there is bikely to be 
any trouble with the aet ion of the Chambers brothers in the 
matter of cooperation. No hint has ¢ome to me. touehing that, 
ao Twill hepe for the hest. 


As te Mr. Wheet er’ s complaint that his children are 
not regarded as chi ldren of miasionaries, that isa mistake. 


They are se regarded. The al lowanee for his tie 
her travel ling expenses was duly nade, and he has only to ask 
for her the ueual at Lavanes for ehtidren of missionartes to 


receive hem. We treat aim in the matter, as 


ethers are treated. | 


ery sinerely yours, 


AA 


‘ 

| 
4 

‘ 
; 
4 


Pourd of ommissionrs for forign jfissions 


Congregational House, 1 Somerset Street, 


\ 
| 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ \ 
Sign 
\ Ae Ah Awd Me wad 


q 
3 
: 
| 
VAAN 
| 
: 
iz 
> - 
4 
2 
3 , 
ANA # 
a / 
4 
AQ) 
A 


A 
CALL th frock 
| at Butte Z 
| / he Aha 
( Ja 


of for foreign ffissions 


Congregational House, 1 Somerset Street, 


‘ 
: 
/ j ‘ 
7 
© / 
LMA : 
| 
7 
4 
Ad 
4 
4 
ty 
Mr) 
4 ag 
i 
My 
’ 
“a 
mt 
7 
» 


* 
i 
’ 
sai" | 
> 
A 
A 
NA /VA 
A/ 
q 
x 
| 
we. 
4 ay 
wad 
= J 4 
Bi 
J 
j 


f 


Lf 
4 
> 
LS | 
; 
4) 
. 
Anat’ 
‘ 
> 
* 
> 
f 
‘ 4 
| 

J _ q 


oo 
4 
4 
| 
| 
| 
| 
Z (A 
é 
‘ { 
f 
4 | Y V SJ 


rh 
LA 
~ 
{/ 
A/ 
i 


. 
\ 
AL 
a 
- 
4 
4 


oe 
4 * 
« ; 
| } 
q 
SOM SUVA. 
3 
AVtA L/ 
, 
| 
é 
} 
4 
ANE 
: 
i 


* 
/ 
° 
/ (Ww 
. 
/ 
. 
NMULAL/ 
> 
4 
iy 


’ 
| 
ALO) 
NAVAS AKL AV > 
| 
Aw 
L 
/ 
q tale | 
| 
4 
Py 
| 
: 
3 3 


le LA AVCOS 
K , Marte 
2 
7 
fw 
Ow d/ Mw 
nA) NY 
3 
4 4 


$ 
; 
’ 
é 
% 
| — 
AAS 
V4 
: 
ann 
‘ 
AWY 
t 
ig 
‘ 
4 
‘ 
fy 
4 
J 


| 
| 
} a 
Vi 
. 
Ag | 
7 
; 
‘i 


44 
o 
4 
#48. 
‘ 
‘ 
} 
} 
AWA /U / AMS 
Le 
‘ 
- 
° 
7 
4 


A) 
/ 
Sf. j 
| 
4 
Wo 
- 
» 
7 
44 / 
| | 


/ 


> 
+ 
S 
> 
a 
ae 
brag 
if. 
4 
= 
> 


3arnum, H. Ri, 1886 


NEAR EAST MISSION 
SUPPL.PAPERS 
1845-1933 


3 
| 
4 ~ 
~ 
A 
= 
~ 
‘ 
he 
+ 
. 
* 


Congregational. House, 1 Somerset Street, ... 


3 
j 7 Bo 
ALM, WMG KA XY 
} 

y 
Ha Ae At. Tur 

/ 
MA : ) Mo. Oy, 


ku 


Chew changed Ae Wk 
Oy Yow ig at 
Aan Qh LV thy 
Keg hi whew Mons 
Aah ints account: 


Aho “f fev puts _urethe 


tducotiow QU We ght Ao 
| 


. 
q 
i. 
- 
| 
2 
| 
, s 
> | 
. 
RAY, 
QU (Ad AVL 
7 abe 
, 
, 
| 
ag 


Congregational House, 1 Somerset Street, 


be. 
? 
FO 
ILL | (Cet. 
/ 
Latte, 
, 
iy 


4, 


Af 
yy pore 7 


, 


oo 
platen. 
OL AAT Ary 
1 - 


4 


: WA q 
anally 

= 


: Congregational House, 1 Somerset Street, 


= 
\ 

. 
is 
1 
Room om 
4 


—— 

| 

| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 

| 
| 

| 

| 
| 
| 

| 
| 
| 
=. 
& 
4 
we, 
= 


American Boar at Goumissimers for Foreign Wissions. 
Congregational House, 1 Somerset Street. ae 
Boston, 
| Vane 
Dear Dr.Barnum!—_ 
Your brie? of June lst was received yesterday 
I am glad to know that you have had so pleasant and harmonious a 
meeting. 1 am glad too that you can make the sacrifice without 
too much inconvenience that you remain for a time at Vane Your 
presence and practical wisten wiii be turned to the best possible 
account, and I am very glad indeed that you have seen your way 
clear to remain for the summer. I trust it will be with advan- 
tage to the health of Nie. Barnes as well as yourself, and that the 
spec ial anos of God will attend you in these new and Viptek: 
) labors. I wait to see the Minutes to know sore definitely what 
has been done. 
With cordial salutations to Mrs. Barnum and all war good 


Very sincerely yours, 


P.S. The invitation of the mission to Mr. and Mrs. Knapp has been : 
referred to theme Whether they are ablé to go now on account OF" 


their children is a question. they are, have Little doubt : 


ae 


that our Committee will accede to the request of the mission and 


send them one 
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Congregational House, 1 Somerset Street, 


Boston, @, 1986. 


Rev.H.N.Barnum, D.D., 


Dr, Barnumt~ 
Your favor of Jane lst found here 
oy ning on returning from a short absence, also the Minutes of 
your meeting. T suppose the proper acknowledgment of such a doc- 
ument be to Mr.Barton, es stateti clerk. t will write 
ina few days. | Mrs.Clark read me your letter the Min- 


utes last evening. She does a god deal ef this work for me,to 


save my eyes, and we both felt,as wa read the reeords throagh, and 
read of the and good feeling prevailing Van ,notwithstan» 
ing the many ombar raseing: questions, or very much of this har- 
mony was due, under the blessing of Sod, to your wise counséls. 

We both expressed it gratefully, and with tears, that shoulda 
have sent you for such ‘ work. We ony hope that Mr g. Barnum and 
yourself will not suffer in health by ‘ke wees you are making, and 
that your efforts will only oonsdets the good work that is begun. 
TI cannot but feel that the young ladies must have enjoyed your | 
coming very much; and while you have doubtless had occasion to 
offer valuable suggestions to them,~ which I trtiet they have ac= 
cepted as kindly as they were made,- you havé also done good ser- 


| wiee, I darbt not, to Mr.Chambers, and have done not 4 little to | 


relieve embarrassments in that quarters we are gtateful to 
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God and to H.N.Barnum for these happy results. 


With love and hope, 
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Congregational House, 1 Somerset Street, 


R@ve He Ne Barnum, D. De 


Harpaot, Turkaye 
Bear Dr Barnum: 

Your favors of August 16 and August 20 were 
duly received. T have time now only to acknowledge them and to 
express my thanks for your very careful statement of the situation 
at Van in your letter of Auge 205. You have had a very diffieult 
task to fulfil, and have had many suggestions to make to both 
parties there, with a view to a better understandingofr ‘mi work 
and of to each shall hope for the best, and 
feel mores and more grateful to you for your valuable services. | 

T am not surprised at all that in view of ali the cir- 
cums tances yo should feel it best to return to Harpoot You 
are needed there. And Mrs. Barnum will find it more healthful 
for her and better can be secured than at Vane 
Su we gladly aceept the situation, and approve of your judgment. 
We ean only make suggestions here at arms length, and trust to 
the good sense of our missionaries in regise 6 many matters of 
detail. 

We are in the hurry of getting ready for Annua? Meeting 
or T might ings you more, There are many things T would like to 


say, and especial ly to otear up some curious misrepresentatéons 


afloat in publie pap?rs in regard to re of things here; 


but Sine forbidss 
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Congregational House, 1 Somerset Street, 


Rev. H.N.Barnum, D.D., 
Harpoot, Eastern Turkey. 
Dear Dr. Barnum: 
Your favor of depts Van to Drs 

Clark was duly re¢e¢sived a few am sorry to sa: that 
our beloved Secretary is absent fron us for a time on account of 
sickness. T write, therefore, to acknowledge your letter and to 
say that We greatly appreciate the good work wat ab you have een 
enabled to do at Vam, We all breathed morse freely when we leanned 
that you were 46 be able to be there few We 


it were possible to have you permanently at Yan, and your double 


permanently at Harpoot, and your treble permanently 2t some other 


place in Turkey, and your quadruple ¢irculating around generally 


| | | // 
here in the Mission Rooms, such is our attachment personally to 


you, and such is our confidence in you. Your cautions in rela= eee 
tion to _ sty of missionaries to be sought for for Van will be 
carefully cons idered. We shall be on the wat ch for the pight: 
man during the coming untae. 

Mr. Browne is doing regal service ror. us here while he is 
detained in this country. We trust that you and your good wife 
will be as well as usnal during the coming winter, and probably 


your plang will lead you in this direction during the ooning spr ing 


With kind regarde from all at the Mission Roone, r remain, 


Youre 
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ot for Foreign ffissions, 


Congregational House, 1 Somerset Street, 
oston, tam 1897. 
Har poot. 

T pave just ‘started ort letter to Mr. Wheeler touch 
ing the question of Pheol. y at Rarpoote tT presume he will 
talk the matter over with you, ana? ghal} #008 have the Benofit 
of your united wish one Toughing question ig your ecning home 
this present aeasen for 4 term of reste ¥ do not feel that I 
can speak very def initaly on the without ine mor e 
Pukly what may be your plans, snd antisipstions for the future I 
have heard it intimated that you propose to remain in the field 
rather than to returt have felt it were wiser for you to have 
a anes of a yaar or #0 for entire reat, in the hope of another 


period of happy snd useful work. 


We luave thts question to you 


persomally, fooling. that Mrs. Barnue and yourself are the first poer- 


somes to be considereds ff it im your purpose, however, to remain 


permanently until you shald be ealled up higher or be utterly die- 


abled for work, then you wild OF courses t%k¢e part in gueh theojog- 


4@83 instru@tiom as may be given. This question, too, affects 
Mr.Browne more or lesse We have not that asquranece from your sta~ 


tiom in regard to his saving back and in regard to arrangements 


that way Be wade for his eenvenience thst seam desirable. We is 
a good deal at a Jes@ What he should do Ais heart turna toward 


‘Rarpect, aad he yoarng for there as nowhere elee the 
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present deatth of nen the impossibility of soour ing 
abl we for bobs years 46 oon prowarty, t hive had doubt 
“pleat vo vo Sivhh beet hin to go 
+9 one of thesd ine your thowht on 
t he whol got of work at Herpeet, rath the semins- 
ry and the tr, Br Mr hon hag vary anid 
he world rethre trite the Srowne Aouwe and. give it ap to Mre Br owne 
and family thay dube bAck. Wr. Prowie doce not wish 
that sscrifias node Tor 


thing it ie rather a station 
ver, and that the kindly sad considering 
the bearings of the 0, U6 the housagto be 
qupied by Mr. Browne apg An. Bartems tree house is required, 
in view of attempts to bugld up the Thealagiesl $ewtnar y at Mar- 
You the ancer~ 


poot, then that must be asked 
tain tone of tiie totter in wnat & quandary f 

Wo rayowes the:Reod news fro Van. Key 
cannot but fet sims at Le part of the op your 
ially tome the lawre of the young Fads 
T have always hed faith spirit, tho ugh 
the form of its expression wan pet “ith that of 
eae other of our missionsry mush plemea aise 
that Dr, Raynolde writes kindly of the Ladion and of the work 
there ac Vith regards from upg 411, 
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House, 1 Somerset Street, 
Lesion, March. 21,..1987%, 
Reve HeNegBarnun, DeDy, 
Harpoot. 
Dear Dr, Barnumg— 

Your favors of FebeSrd and 10th were redd a day 
or two since. Your letter asking format on to return to 
this comtry will be laid before the Prudential Committee tonorrow 
and duly reported in pOst-scripte am glad t@ know that you | 
have decided to comag T trust it will be a means of continuing 
your health and strength for another vigorous campa igne Fourt 2en 
years of service is 2 long time, and such sePvice as you have ren= 
dered lily entitles you to furloughs trust it will be 
f ound helprul to Mrs.Barnum and your children, as well as to your- 
selfe Whatever of health and strength you have will be put to 
the test here gn many ways, though T hope that we shall be careful 


not to Overtax yOrus 


You kindly ask me if I have any axes to be ground en 


TOUL@s . hardly know just what to say in reply. We have some 
aifficalt probleme to.meet at points, and should be very 
| of your wise and prudent counsel, based on personal obs 
t bone Tf you return by the nebbhsen route, you will, Of cours e, i. 
stop at Sivas and canfer with our @eed friends there, You may 


know that T have suggested the division of that station,- 2 part 


to go Warsevan, and a part to Rarpoot, as means of reitef, in 
siew of ‘Gane, and. our at present supply 
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aman in MrsPerry’ S places Both Mr. Hubbard and Miss Chamberlain 
: demar to that, I believe, and feel “ 2 new missionary ought to 
to be sent, in view of the size of the field and the wor k that is 
opening there. t shoud be giad of your judgmsa; on that subject, 
and of the wiex ansolf as developing ander the care ef Mr. Hubbard 
and Miss ‘Shamberlains “Any suggestion you may make to then I am 
sure hac be wise, and any that you may make ¢6 us after conf er _ 
ence with them be of special V2 10@, would be glad of your 
notice alse of the werk at Marsovan. Tt has been pushed forward 
| ¢ here very rapidly of late, and with a great deal of promises Tt 
has been found, to the surprise of ii itis acid at this end of 
the line,-that there are about as many Gr cake in the Marsovan © 
light is shed on ve 
field AS there are Armenians ; hence in SOm¢ “easure- tee question of 
the utter unfitness of Marsevan for instruction of Greeks in the 
seminary. T would like your thoughte perhaps it can be furnished 
independently of + visit just as welle in regard to the large sum 
asked. by one of the native professors in the college,- Mr, Thouna- 
fang He has married 2 Swiss wife, and demands 15@ liras salarye 
T presune he can use that salary, in view of increased expenses 
from his marriage, bet what the résult is likely to be,in seine 
him 150 liras,on the salartes te be asked hereafter by other na- 
tive professors at Harpeot, as well as Magsovan, fs 2 grave quese 
tiong could wish he ha@ spared as this embarrassment. Then 


again on coming along to Genstantineple, T should like you to vis- 


it Hardezag, and give us your judgment as to the ent erprise Mr. 


Pierce has ew hands | ‘have been dissatisf ted for the last thres 
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years with the amount of evangelical work _ at Silage and 
emanate The vil thebe around seem to be very much neglected, 


and attent ion too much to "education, The Adabazar 


iment , however, is a vary happy one, and is doing mach te a YY 


some quest fonts The development of native and 


native responsibility, led off by such men as Pastor Alexander and 


Dr»Kavaljian, is very interesting, and shows what may he done when 
we trust natives of genuine abblity and Christian characters At 
Cons tant inople 5 you would find 2 very happy of af-= 


fairs generally, and done under the lead especially of 


Mr, Puller; but as Mr.Puller required inperatively at Aintab, 


and his heart cette him to Be, T think we shall have to send 


him there in the autumn, Tn the meanwhile T hope the evangelical | 


work wild have got such a start that it will be pushed forward 
vigorously without Certainty a great deal was 
more we have dared believe poss ible~ by the mission confer 
enee held Constantinople, of which you were an important parte 
So have forward with new nape and courage for the work 
generally in the missions, save the draws ck of 

? Now on the idea hand, shonld you take the southern 
reste, be glad to have you look matters: carefully 


at Marash, where I think you will find much satisfact ton the 


out 100k for a theologies! sapinary, and the interest of the 
native churches theres you could ving about a better state. 


of feeling dewweon the lonaries generally there, t shonld be 
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giad. There is a strong prejudice agzinst Mr. Marden, and it has . 
troubled me not 3 Littles He seams ‘to be doing very coed work at 
Zettoon and various out-stations, and is not wanted at all in Ma- 
rashe Native pastors are down on him, 4s well as fellow mission- 
aries He certainly has not been a success ,= that is, so far 4s 
gaining good is concerned, in the seminarys — ene my 
best to get him inte purely outside evangelistic work, fooling 
that there was his place, and that he could do valuable servi ce 
Should thought please and you eme that way, you 
help very much in relieving present ovbarrassnent, Tndeed, | 
the native pastors have fofmally requ ested Ure Ma rd en’ s rocalle 
We cannot , of saree, 2ecept such action on the part of native 
friends, as prejudice might be raised ngitnek Gane mane In any 
event, it is not oar way to accept action Of native bodies in re~ 
gard to our missionariese We get hints and suggestions, and try 
to profit by theme “Phen Aintabd. should be very 
glad if you had a week at Aintabs The perptexity in which I am 
involved as to financial management there is beyend any possible 
representations get the most conf 1ieting reports, At one time 
there are funds enough in head for the college for 4 vanes at a | 
another ‘time Mr. Peot aes me that he is in debt and ts obliged 
to shut down on ex pensese Mr. Trowpriage was no financier, Mre 


Sanders was sti less one, and the man we have there now seems to 


be less than either of the other t wou and so comp t eat ion and on 


barrassmente 1% do not know but it would kild you to try te work 
it out, yet * your careful way, if yon were to sit dewn there for 
a day or we, ana be very 
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valuable service: but T do not want to have you broken down by iny 
such lLabérse Then again in the Central mission, I should be 
glad if you could look into matters at Adana, Tarsus 2nd Mersing 
You may know that a native paster fran that central mission has 
been raising money hes got one handred pledges ef $29 each for 
five years tO come, and is proposing ta raise $100,600, more or 
less, to establish Ste Paul's Institute at Tarsus= an @eucational 
institut ion to receive orphan youth or from twelve to sixt oan years 
of age, and give then 41 preparation fer the mintetry. It is 4 
sort of mongrel affair, bringing in native menagers, @reek and 

old Armenian, as well 1s modern Armenian, and missionaries. Ke 
has had too eh endorsement fran individual missionaries, which 
he turns to in printed documenta, and is torning into 
this channel which ought to be applied ain the first imstanee te 
ing Gp good giple’ school at if anywhere, and 
ought to be atded-to increase ant funds for the college and the 
seminary. The whole thing is 4 wild enterprise, I think, yet &t 
has got started, and has started with the endorsenent of mission~ 
aries; and thongh T have prepared an article for the Herald of 
April touching the question, and putting the matter calmly and 
mildly before our frieddes, if possible not to excite the 
animosity of Mr,J enanyan and hts frtends, I wonld also call atten- 
tion to the ef spending money in thas 

tn yours of Febsl0th you refer to the cutting down of 


appropriations in my absence, It was s.very grest surprise and 
grief to me to hes? of that reductiongand the i11 effects of it I 
anticipateds The reports from Erzrocn, Bitlis and Mardin have 
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6. 
been very trying to mee T hope we may avoid such embarrassment 
againe It. came largely, T think, in cons @quence of my absence, 
and the Committee and my colleagues not fully understand ing all 
the involveds am doing my best to straighten 
matters ont, and hope to do so; yet T have had as many as six let- 
ters from different missionaries in your mission, é¢xpressing their 
conviction that it were better for some Of then to come home than 
to cut down the work in this kind of waye We sre sure that the 
most rigid economy is practised in the Harpoot field, though our 
Come have felt less assurance in regard to Erzroom and Mardins In 
Mardin especially the amoumts given by the poopie for schools and 
native preachers were very small, running down to one tenth, one 
feeonth att one twentieth of the amount. required from the Board. 
Now we have not felt it wise to begin: ent erprises of 1. permanent 
character where so little interest was practically shown by the 
people. We would have such places visited, and interest devel-— 
oped, if possible, and when that interest had taken form in meot~ 
ing a part of the efpenses involved in starting schools and set-_ 
tiling 2 native pastor, then to begin permanent worke But J will 
not enter into this farthere Your views in regard to the theo- 
logical seminary, as Mr. Wheeler’s also, must be final, I think, 
on that subjecte I wisheito sound the matter thoroughly, to ses 
just what might be the convictions of the best oaiken the grounde 

You will be sorry to learn that Mr. Browne’s two chil- 


dren are suffering very much fron eczena.They are under special 


treatment, dut their may in setting off. 
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of fur foreign ffissions 
‘Congregational House, 1 Someraet Street, 
Lesion, 25, 1887 
Rev H.W.Barmm, | 
Anherst , Mass. 
Dear Dr. 
Your favor of tune 20th was ree'd here in my 
absence and acknowledged by Dr. Strong. I write now only a 
word to say that I hope you will find it oo nvenient to call . 
upon ue at these Rooms. I welt to idocee you very much at your 
convenience. ; 1 would not have you make the journey on purposé 
but I have the eeaiabeet sich you will ado best to make your home 
somewhere in this neighborhood, in the Old Bay near, 


it may be, té@ Boston. | ‘Whether you can secure Just the accom 


modations you need at Auburndale, or not, 1 do not are 


Wheth- 
er Amherst would be wholesome for you in the winter season I am 
not clear. But I think there are points not far away from Boston 
where y you can make comfortable. am not sure but you 
would: fina 2 to your advantage to spend the winter in the South, 
at some point perhaps not so far as Plorida, yas canoer 

where the climate: is milder. Mow, my dear brother, I or you 
to be made w mfortable, yourself and family, and though you have 
been so very careful and etebeednas in time past, I feel that » 
you ought to have ‘more for your allowance, @o as not to be em 
barrassed and oramped in any wise. Please remember that I 


am saying this to you as a missionary, as one devoted to the 
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interests of Christ's kingdan. My personal friendship would 
prompt it, but my sense of duty leads me to say just what I have 
said above. I should be glad to here you near enough for con= 
ference. There are many things in which I want your wisdom and 
your help, and I ado not want you off so far as Detroit, but some : 
ini in this region. I think, too, you will enjoy life better 
here, will be more independent. I ao not exactly like your 
being at Detroit, es | dependent upon your brother-in-law. 

It is better that you be independent in all pecuniary matters. 
1 have earned “— independence, and I wish to secure it to 
you} and I am sure every one in these Rooms would slgaeates join 

me in an expression. 

With kind regards to Mrs. Barnum as well as yourself, and 

hop ing to see or hear from you very soon, 


Most cordi ally yours, 


Pate 2 expect to go to Clifton Springs July 7th, and will sped 


- 


several days there, leaving here probably a week from next Tues- 
day evening. 


I enclose a letter from Constantinople, just ree'd. * 
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Pou of for forsign 


Congregational House, 1 Somerset Street, 


Reston, 8, 188% 
ReveH.N.Barnum, 
Woodward ve,, Detroit, Mich. 
Dear Dr. Bernum}- 

Your Very kind letter of Now. ana was 
duly received and gratefully appreciate. You make it harder for 
me to withdraw ‘from offivgial with mis¢iorarics in 
‘Turkey, Tt has beet very hard for me to give up thet work and 
the eare of those 1 have come to love and esteem so highly: yet 
the time cannot be very long at itost when 1 tay hope to remain 
here these end Dr. Sweith has many years before hit, as 
we may justly anticipate, and it is better that same one else have” 
the care of those missions while 1 may be at hand for eonsulte- 
tion should there be oepasions Yy had thought, had it not seemed 
best for Dr. Qmith to asstme this care, of asking you while here 
in the country to assume the sorrespondenee with the Turkish mis- 
sionse You helped me sg much Jast summer, and are ¢o well ag- 
quainted with the field, and so fully in eecord with my views,- 
er, rather, I shoula say, I em so fully in eggord with you, that 
you ¢ould wnduct this correspondenge Wisely and well, had 
thought of this a good deal, but did not wich fo speak to you on 
the subjegt until I should know definitely whether Dr, Smith would 
assume the eare. | As it is, ZI pannot tat feel you may be just as 


useful to the cause by giving publig addresses. There is abun- 
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dant eceasion for your best efforts in that direetion. 1 heard 


from you at Amn Arbor. Mra. wrote to Mrs. @lerk very 
warmly of your visit there, and of the very fine impress ion made 
on all your publie eaddressts. 

am sorry know that Mre Parsons is poorly. Fre- 
sent him and Mrs.Pafsons ay best Phrtatian regard, -Lamt€ery glaé 
you can be with them for atime. 1 hope Mrs. Barnum wild return 
greatly improved in health and vtrengine 


Do not Overde, sO as 


to break down in your own health, I do not teal thet you can 
venture to rum very great risks, by no sugh as you could 
formerly. 

With cordial regards always, and grateful for many expres- 
sions of kimdness reeutyes et your hands, 


Very sinperely yours, 
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 Gongregational House, 1 Somerset Street, 
(Boiton, Sept. 24,1390. 
Reve D.D., 
Rarpoot » Turkey. 
Dear Dr. Barnum: - 
: Your favor of Aug. 26th setting before us 
the opportunity and needs at Choonkoosh came duly the 22nd inst. 
and has been carefully read. — I see th at you apprehend: that it 
will arrive about the time that wéiabie preparing to go to Minneap - 
olis and do nct subboceuka tat action will be taken upon this re- 
que st until we come to our appropriations for '9l. I shall be 
very glad to keep this letter in hand and to have its contents Cares 
fully considered when the question of appropriations comes Up. 
The between inelinetion and duty very st rong I know in 
the minds of the missionaries as it is in our ow minds when re 
quests of this kind come, We should be glad at once to grant 
them but whe ther we are really able to grant them is after all 
the main question, and as I have said, that question will receive 
full and careful consideration when we come tq our app fopriati ons. 
k-rejere-or the Female Department of Euphrates College has 
recently been received from Miss Wheeler, very inter est ing and in- 
dicating a healthful condition of work and excellent 
growth. If this College only yielded more definite results in 
the increase of the native ministry it would be a gngeat gratifi- 
cation to us all as it would be to you who are on the ground, and 


would relieve one principal part of anxiety in regard to the wrk 
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of the College. Undoubtedly a good result is already rained, but 


in this respect there is room for improvement. 

We close our year with very gratifying report; $69,000 in 
excess of receijts over last year, $22,000 of it in donations, and 
o4 new mi ss ionaries sent hie to the field, more tran last year and 
tran in any other year in the history of Board since 1337, 
and a prosperous work in all the foreign fields. If We come hap- 
pily through the Annual Meeting and can set out upon the work of 
another year with only the usual di fficulties, we may look, I te- 
lieve, for @& increase upon the above excell ent report in all re- 
spects. 

With very kind senate to Mrs. Barnum and a ll your associates, 

I am, 


Faithfully yours, 


\\ 
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House, 1 Somerset Street, 
Rosion,... 
Rev. H.N.Barnum, D.D., | 
Harpoot, Turkey. 
Dear Dr. Barnum: - 
Your favor of Oct. attn, inelosine a con- 
 fidential letter sent you by Mr. Cole came duly the 23rd ult., and 
both your letter and Mr. Cole's have been read with Vere mich in- 
terest. I am glad to have the readinr of Mr, Cole's letter and 
thank you heartily for sending it to me, I have taken occas ion 
without any reference either to you or Mr. Cole, to write to Mr, 
Richardson in regard to the affairs of the Reiniicic station, dwel- 
ling upon the importance, under the Ligeist difficulties whieh they 
have to meet, of his taking Mr. Macallum into a full and equal 
share of all déliberations and counsels and plans. I have urged 
him to bring Mr, Macallum forward, to recognize in him the wise 
and trustwor thy counsellor that we all take him to be, and to avail 
himself to the full of the: serene and support and surer pui- 
dance in practical affairs which the presence and help of Mr, 
Macallum are adapted to give. I have written without the least 
work of rebuke or criticism, and rT cannot doubt that Mr, Richard- 


son will take it kindly and will see the advantage to himself and 


to the work which will result from such full er participation of - 
Mr, Macallum in the plans and counsels of the station. Mr. Ma- 
- eallum I think is correctly measured by Mr. Cole as a modest man, 


not inclined to put himself forward. but a man of wise judgnent 
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and of steady mind. I think or is Rere the balance wheel th at 
Mr, Richardson needs, and if his thoulht and counsel can be br ought 
out they will be of great advantage in all the affairs of the sta- 
tion. 

I have also to acknowledge a later note from you, inclosing 
a letter from Dr. Raynolds to mysel fF, which he had submitted to. | 
you for perusal. This letter indicates that it is the unanimous 
judgment of the Eastern Turkey mission that Miss Powers should not 
return to Erzroom; that there are reasons wholly irrespective of 
the state of her health which are decisive against the expediency 
of such return, This is more plainly spoken than anything which 
has come from the mission or any member of it before, and probably 
nothing more is needed Loc werd the Committee in relieving Miss 
Powers of further service in the Eastern Turkey mission. If I 
mistake the sense of Dr. Raynolda's letter and there is no such 
judgment of the mission upon which the Prudential Committee may 
rely in such action as I have indicated, I need to be advised of 
it at once, ‘The action of the mission meeting at Van last sumer 
rested its counsel in regard to Miss Powers upon the state of her 
health. It now seems that other reasons were in mind and perhaps were 
even more influential in respect = the counsel given than the 


consideration of health. The case is a di fficult\\one to deal with, 


since Miss Powers is the child of a missionary, herself has been — = 
long in missionary service, seems to have many qualifications Pee: 
the work, raises up friends wherever she goes, and is not easily 


satisfied with a judgment of others which is not in harmony with 
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her own judgment. But hers is not the only case of this kind. 
We hope to deal with it wisely, patiently and successfully. 
I am, 


Very faithfully yours, 
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Congregational House, Somerset Street, 

Boston, 
Rev. H. N. Barnum, D.D., 
Harpoot, Turkey. 
‘Dear Dr. Barnum:- 
tT mail to you a copy of what I have written 

to the other stat ions in the mission regarding a Consul at Harpoot, 
I am sure it will meet with your hearty approval who have had to b 
bear so much of the burden of consular work. I have confidence 
that the man I have found is a good one for the place. 

His name is Henry F. Downs. He was educated in New England, 
spending two years in the military school at New Haven, Conn. He 
served in the way and went to 1876, For four years 
and a half he was the chief clerk of the State Bureau of Industrial 
Statistics. He also served upon the staff of Gov. They ae, who 
speaks in high terms of his ability and fidelity. He is an active 
member of the First Congregat ional Church at Lineoln, Nebraska, | 
as is alee his wife. He became interested in Turkey through teach- 
ing a class in the Armenian S.S. at Malden, Mass., where he has 
been during the past year. This led him to read up the subject 


a good deal and as he read his interest has been @eepened. He is 


of good appearance and has more than average ability as near as ~~ 


I can judge, Is a strict temperance man and does not use tobacco 
in any form, He has published a good many articles upon various 


subjects connected wit h industrial and financial questions in the 
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United States. He is about fifty years of age and is ready to de- 


vote himself for life to this work, He says he thinks of it only 
with the idea that he ean thus help on a good oe 
It seems to me that such a man can be of urd help to the 
work in especially as many Armenians are constant - 
ly being naturalized abroad, which raises many questions of rights 
and. priviteses which can be be st settled by Consular correspondences 
If vone stat ion feel that the. appointment of such a man as I have 
degtribed would be of actual help to the work of the Eastern Tur- 
key Mission, a wish you would at once write to Mr. Dwight at Con- 
stantinople to this effect that he may eevee the case to the 
American there. think such will it about 
While we here present the name of the man in due time for Penner ne 
ment. We do not want to bring it into wititiee and have it a po- 
 litieal move. If you act promptly I am confident the point can be 
carried. I have written the same to each of the stations in the 


mission. 


Most sincerely yours, 
P.S. You know many of the reasons why a Congul is necessary in 
Harpoot for the larger part of the Eastern Turkey Mission. lst, 
number of native born in the mission; 2nd, large 
property interests in the mission; Sra, naturalized Armenians re- 
turning for visit or trade; 4th, naturalized Armenians in the 


United States who will want to remove their families; 5th, present 
attitude of the government and the political unrest of the country. 


Many of us have long felt the need of a “Consul at Harpoot but have ---. 


feared the man that might be sent. Since coming to the United 
States I have been upon the outlook and have not until now seen a 
man who appeared to be = man for the — and who was willing 
to ZO. 
JeLeRe 
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Congregational House, 1 Somerset Street, 


Heston, 1897, 


Rev. Aarten, 
. 
heer My, Bartont= 
have just heard rumer thet it i thought it may 
be hest to have the angaal megting thing yer, te save the expense 
that would thus be involved, for the gameral work. Yow this does 
not seem to me wise. You need the annual meeting. “o man, or 
two men, “an live sepatsted fram thereat of the mission all the 
yoar without the or the Th int or- 
course that may de hed, Wha the élarifying snd rectifying views of 
miss ion work. Ton sach think it ie money 
well spent. The gah concaive for nat having it is 
the oT mipsionery favikieg st ‘arpoot antertaining 


so were guests; but yoy good people are used to roughing it, and 
I hope that by some means ions may be supplied for 211, 
and that “macting may be Besides this, think it of 
portance for Larpoot Seljege Parpoot Seninary that such meet= 
ing be held. Yarpoot must be tha center Prem Which the great move 
mente of the missionary field are directed in measure ‘t 
least while the Seminary and Sollege are there, it must be the. 
“intellectual and moral center of influence, reaching out over the 


entire fields T have had int imat ion ite Bitlis that our native 
brethren there are anxious to start 4 college or high school that 


will supersede the necessity of young men going to Har poote That 
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T have stoutly discouraged in 4% recent letter to Mrs Goles No 

such divisive debe must be adopted, but the educational) center 
must be Narpoot, and evangelisti¢e Work the special Obfect in 
the various stationss High schools, of course, may be im to 
| prepare young meh to come +o Harpoat, bit the higher and more 
eouplets educat ion better be done at ohe place not ata 
mor NOWs | 

With kind regards to you ail, 


Very sinterely yours, 
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Congregational House, 1 Somerset Street, 

Boston, June 10, 1887. 

Rev.J.L,Barton, 
Harpoot. 
‘Dear Mr.Baryon:- 

I write Sonny to report a gift of $25.00 from 
friends in the First Cong'l Church at Binghamton, N.Y. for books 
fer student in Harpoot Theol. Sem'y under the care of Dr.H.N.Bar+ 
num. It may be as well perhaps for Dr.Barnum to seleet the books | 
when he comes, —y however, the faet of the gift, as in 
duty bound. 

I wait with much interest to hear of your gemma meet ing 
ing. I trust it will be an occasion of great interest to ail. I 
may as well report now the appointment of Mr,Richardgon, son of a 
former missionary in Turkey, to some one of the Turkish missions, 
to go out next year. He has just eompieted two 
theolegieal course in Chisage Sem‘'y. He is engaged to a very 
exeellent woman, who seems every way fitted to supplément his ine 
tellectual and religious life and aetivity; so the twe together 
seem to us well fitted fer missionary work, Mr.Righardson hes hed 
business veiiiidiiens and is ready for a great variety of work. 
Versatility of eharaeter is perhaps his charactertatie, while the 
woman he is te marry is possessed of great steadiness of purpose, 
well balaneed ahd characters They are six 


years of age. iI mention it that you may see we have one man 
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appointed to Turkey, to go out next year. dust where we ean 


distribute him, I do not know, 


| Very sineerely yours, | 
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Congregational House, 1 Somerset Street, 


Boston, Jan. 11, 1888. 

Rev. Jole Barton, 
Harpoot, Turkey. 
Dear Mr. Barton:- 
Your kind favor of Dec. Sth reached me 

the 2nd inst. and has been read with interest. Tt pleases me 
much to note the kindly way in which you write of your relestons 
hitherto to Dr. Clark and of the thoughts and hopes with which you 
turn now to me as your orrit¢ial cobvenmedia’ here. It is 2 small 
thing that any man at this point can do compared with what is done 
by our laborers wip are on the field and face to face with the very 
problems whith you are solving,- But so much as can be done with > 
all the faithfulness and fidelity and diligence whieh T ean command 
you may be siiiiiea will be done fer the “astern Turkey mission as 
well as far the others, Of the difficult questions which will 
arise and which T shall have to study T have some intimation al- | 
ready through connection with the missions in China and in Af- 
rica and T do not shrink cui themt for life everywhere presents 
difficulties and no small part of our task is to meet and over- 
cone practical difficulties as well as we may. These questions 
which will arise in. conne etion with the mission work in the Turkish . 
Empire may have peculiar perplexities, but T do not greatly dread 
them. Neither am T tix appalled the prospect of meeting 


at the hamtds of the missionaries varieties of suggestions and pol- 


ieies differing from one anotiler and each claiming recognition. 
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Just such practical questions as these, not identical queett die; 
but similar to them, T have been feniliar with as a teacher for 
twenty years and more before cantt g here, and Tf have met the same 
sort of questions in other missions sinee T came to the Rooms, ‘se 
. that although these will be new T deem myself to have served some- 
thing of an apprenticeship which will prepare me if not fully to 
grapple with 511 ‘heen questions, at least to meet them without 
dismay and to apply to them the bést judgment of which the cir- 
cumstances will admit. 1 feel the more confident in respect to 
all these duties because of the wisdom and experience on the part 
of the mission of which 1 ¢aw avail myself eontinually in attenmpt- 
the solution ef these prowliems.- 

It is a great ldamaee 0 me to meet Dr. Barnum and Dr. 


Wheeler and their families as T am permitted to do and to learn 


from them many facts about the ones and the present needs of the | 
field. We all feel wary sormty ~ for the necessi ty which brings 
Miss Johnson home and we greatly admire the fidelity and courage 
Which Miss Kimball showsin remaining at her post. 
You will be pleased to learn of the steady increase of re- 
ceipts inte the Treasury of the Board over those of last year. 
The first four monthsjust elosed report an excess of $52,000 above 
the gifts of last year. This is doubly encouraging and T hope we 
shall presently be add:materially to the for 
work in dinate of our missions and to Some degree in all. 
With kindest regards to Mrs. Barton, T am, 


Fai thful ly yours, / 
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American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. 
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American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. 
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